History of the Establishment of the Recreation and Park Department

September 21, 1949

San Francisco Board of Supervisors resolution favors approval of charter amendment to consolidate separate
entities, the Recreation Department and the Park Department into one Recreation and Park Department.

FILE NO. 4490 —— RESOLUTION NO._ 7 07 X
(Series of 1939) i

AUTHORIZING BALLOT ARGUMENT FAVORING PROPOSITION "E", CONSOLIDATED
2 | RECREATION AND PARK DEPARTMENT.

RESOLVED, That pursuant to Section 183 of the Charter, the
Board of Supervisors does hereby authorize the printing of a ballot
argument favoring approval by the electorate of the proposed charter
amendment relative to consolidated Recreation and Park Department,

Proposition "E" on the ballot at the election to be held November 8,

1949; and, be it

10 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the full text of said argument hereby
1 authorized be as shown in the draft attached to the original of this
B resolution and hereby declared to be a part hereof; and, be it
3 FURTHER RESOLVED, That no part of the cost of printing said
A argument shall be paid from funds of this Board of Bupervisors.
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November 8, 1949
Proposition E passes with 53.6% of the vote, amending Section 10, 41, 42 and 11 of the City Charter, and
creating the combined San Francisco Recreation and Park Department.

CHARTER AMENDMENT
Eroposition "1

Describing end setting forth a proposal to the qualified electors
of the Gity and County of San Franciscg to amend the charter of aaid
eity and county by smending Sectioms 40, 41, 42 and 11 thereof by con=
, solideting the Recreation Dépertment and the Fark Depsrtment into ona

depariment to be known as the Hecreation and Fark Depertment. end by
establishing the tenurs in offics of commizsloners of sald department,

The Bourd of Supsrvisors of the City and County of San Francisoo
herehy submits to the gualified electors of said eity and county st an
election to be held therein on lovember 8, 1949, & propossal to sménd
the charter of gaid city and county by smending Sections 40, 41, 42
and 11 thereof so that the same shall read ms follows:

(WOTE: Additions or substitutions are indicated by hold-face type).

RECERATION AND PARE DEPARTHENT

! Section 40. The recrestion department mnd the park department are
hersely consolidated into one department, to be lnown ss the recreation
and park department, which shall be under the manmgement of & recrea-
tion and park commission, The recreation and park department and the
racreation and park commission shall be, respectively. the successors
in @ll regards of the recreation department and the park deperiment and
of the recreation commissien and the park commission, whiech depsrtments,
eommissions and offices of commissioner thereof shall cease to exiat,

A recreation and park commissicn ia hereby crested, the members
of which shall serve 8s commissioners thereol without compensation,
oaid commission shall consist of seven members, who shall be appointed
by the mayor for a iterm of four years; provided that the respective
terms of office of those firsti appointed shall be as follows: two for
iwo years, two for three years, and three for four years from the ef-
fective date of this section. Vacaneies occourring in the offices of
appointive members, sither during or at expiration of term, shall be
Filled by the mayor, ot less then two members of saild commission shall
be women.

Thiz section and sections 41 and 42 as herein amended, shall take
effect on the filing with the secretary of state of the legizlative
resolution of approval thereof, except thal the existing commissions
and departments shell contimie for ell purposes pertsining to the cur-
rent fiscal year until the first day of the fiscal year next succeeding
the filing of such resclution and the recreation and park commission
ghiall have power prior te such date only in relatien te matiers pertain-
ing to its own organisation and to such next succeeding fiscal year and
thereafter.

Section 41, The reersation and park commizaion shall appoint &
gensril manager, who shall hold office at the pleasure of the commis-—
sion. The commission shall also appoint a secretary, subject to the
€ivil service provisions of this charter; provided that the incumbent
cccupying the podition of secretary, recreation commission, on and for
more than one year immediately prior to the effective date of this sec—
'hion, shell be desmed appointed and shall becoms the sscretary of the
rscreation and park commission, and thereafier shall be subject to and
e governed by the civil service provisiona of this charter.

The ceneral maneger shall be the chisf exscutive officer of the
department. Subject to the approvel of the commission, he shall have
pmar to appoint and to remove a superintendent of racraatwn & Super—
intendent of parks, a director of the zoo, and an exscutive secretary to
the pereral manager, =ll of whom shall be exompt from the civil service
provisions of this charter, and shell hold office subject to such power
of removal on approval of the commission: provided, however, that the

ineumbents cecupying the pesitions of superintendent of recreation,
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June 27, 1950
The initial meeting of the Recreation and Park Commission convened, where the official record reflected the
Charter Amendment’s passage and ratification.

P P

San Franciaco, California
June 27, 1950

MINUTES

pitial The Inltial Meeting of the HRecreation and Park Com-
seting: misslion was convened on Tuesday, June 27, 1950, at 11:30 a.n

immediately following the Induction ceremonies for Com-
missioners held in the office of His Honor, Mayor Elmer E.
Robinson.

0f the seven members comprising the Recreatlon and Park
Commlsslon, the followlng were present:

Mr. Michael J. Buckley
Mrs. Henry J. Dippel
Mr. Fred D. Parr

Mra., Sigmund Stern

Mr. Louls Sutter

Reverend Eugene J. Shea having recelved his appolnt-
ment as Commissioner on Friday, June 23, 1950, had bean
excused from the meeting, and was absent from the clty.

The formal appointment of Mr. Peter Bercut, presently
in Europe, had not been made at the time of the Initial
Meeting.

BAIRMAN PRO TEMPORE 1
The motion of Commissloner Parr that Commlssioner

Sutter gct as Temporary Chalrman of the Initial Meetlng
was seconded, and unanimously carrled.

PFICIAL ENTRIES FOR THE RECORD

The Secretary, through the Chairman, was authorized
and directed to include in the official record the follow=-

ing:

farter Amend= (e) The full text of the Charter Amendment creatlin
gnb creat-  the Recreation and Park Commission, and amending Sections
g Rec & Pk LD, LI, L2, end 11 of the Charter of the City and County

] ')
mmission: of San Franclsco;

(b) Record of the Cilerter Amendment's passage and
Lo ratification. Charter Amendment was ordered submitted
jcord of to the gualified elactors of the Clty and County of San

1arter Francisco at 1ts mesting of August 29, 1949.

nendment’ s

issage and At the election held November 8, 1949, the pro-
itifica- posal successfully received a majority of the votes cast.
lon: The Record of the California State Legislature of 1349,

Chapter lj, Resolution No. 7, contains therein certifica=-
tion that said charter amendment was filed with the
Secretary of State on December 15, 1949.

Detail of the processing of this amendment through
the Leglislature was as follows:

December 13, 1949 - Passed by the Assembly and Senatae.

December 1, 1949 - Read and adopted by the Senate and131

returned to Assembly; sent to
enrollment by the Assembly.

December 15, 1949 - Enrolled; sent to the Secretary of
State and filed.

(¢) The Commissionera' terms of offics, starting with
the effectIve date of Section 40 of the Charter, as amended,

Initial Meetlng
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