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Exact size is usually difficult to gauge in the field. To get an idea of how large a bird is,
try comparing it to the size of a bird you recognize, such as a sparrow, crow, or heron.

Learning how to examine birds by shape helps make identifying easy. Try asking some
simple questions. Is the neck long or short? Is its tail short, medium, or long? Is the bill

short or long? Thick or thin? When the bird flies, are its wings long and pointed or short
and rounded?

What a bird does and the way it moves can often tell what kind of species the bird is. Take
note of the way the bird perches, how is it foraging for food, what type of food is it

eating, how is it flying, and so on.

Important markings can be found on the crown, face, throat, under belly, wings, tail,
and upper body. Try asking questions such as, is the crown striped, streaked, or plain?

Are there rings around the eyes, throat, or bill? Is the under belly streaked
(lengthwise), barred (crosswise), spotted, or plain?

Birds make two types of vocalizations - songs and calls. Songs are usually more
complex and are used to establish and defend territory or to attract mates. Calls are

usually simple notes, single or repeated and are used to express alarm or maintain
contact

For more information visit the National Audubon Society website



Identifying Birds

University of Houston Photo – The adaptive characteristics of bill and foot structure optimize a bird’s ability to thrive in its environment



Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Waterfowl

The waterfowl family or Anatidae, includes geese, swans, "dabbling" ducks,
and "diving" ducks. All of these birds share the commonality of living in an
aquatic habitat and have webbed feet. Historically, waterfowl have often
been used as a food resource for humans and this trend has put the bird

group's population in decline.



Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 40-45 inches tall, geese have long black necks, head and bill; white cheek patches, long grayish
body; white black under black tail

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes, ponds, grass fields

Habitat: Widely distributed across North America. Canada Geese breed and nest in Canada, Alaska, and all of the lower 48 states.
They are found at a broad range of elevations and occupy a broad range of habitats, as long as there is water nearby.

Behavior:  Canada Geese are often found grazing in pairs or flocks in large fields and lawns. They sometimes feed by dabbling in
shallow waters and are often seen in flying in pairs. When flying in a flock, geese assume a V formation. 

Random Facts: A male goose is called “gander”, a baby is called a “gosling”, a group of geese are called a gaggle. The female mom is
related to as mother “goose”.




Canada Goose
Branta canadensis Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color:  23-27" inches in length, mallard ducks un-crested, glossy green heads with white neck rings; chestnut
breast, yellow bill, blue speculum, and white tail.

Best Seen: Year-round; grassy areas, lakes, various bodies of water

Habitat: Look for them on lakes, ponds, marshes, rivers, and coastal habitats, as well as city and suburban parks and residential
backyards.

Behavior:  Mallards are “dabbling ducks”—they feed in the water by tipping forward and grazing on underwater plants. They almost
never dive.

Random Facts: The Mallard is the ancestor of nearly all domestic duck breeds (everything except the Muscovy Duck).




Mallard
Anas platyrhynchos Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color:  20-23" inches in length, American wigeons have a brown body; grayish neck with green face patch and white
crown; large white patch on forewing.

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; wetlands, ponds, nearby agricultural fields

Habitat: At all times of year, American Wigeons can be found in freshwater wetlands, lakes, slow-moving rivers, impoundments,
flooded fields, estuaries, bays, and marshes.

Behavior:  American wigeons usually congregate on lakes and places where there is ample aquatic vegetation. They also waddle
through fields plucking at plants with their short bill.

Random Facts: When young are disturbed, female wigeons will feign injury while the babies hide. American wigeons used to be
called "Baldpate" because the white head stripe looks like a bald man's head




American Wigeon
Mareca americana

Order: Anseriformes
Family: Anatidae




Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, lesser scaups have glossy purple and green heads; peaked crown behind the eye; white
stripes on wings; white underparts

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes, ponds, estuaries, reservoirs

Habitat: Lesser scaups, like most waterfowl, can be found by various bodies of water. During the breeding season, they are more
commonly found in marshes of northern North America where they nest.

Behavior:  During migration and winter, Lesser Scaup form large flocks on lakes, bays, rivers, and larger wetlands. They tend to
form tight groups and mix with other diving ducks.

Random Facts: It is one of the most abundant and widespread of the diving ducks in North America. An adult may pretend to be dead
(immobile with head extended, eyes open, and wings held close to body) when grasped by a red fox.




Lesser Scaup
Aythya affinis Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, buffleheads are black above and white below; large white patch on head against
purple-glossed forehead and nape.

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes, ponds, estuaries

Habitat: Bufflehead move south to coasts and large bodies of water, particularly shallow saltwater bays. They breed near lakes in
northern forests where conifers mix with poplars or aspens. Bufflehead nest in tree cavities, especially old Northern Flicker
holes.

Behavior: Often seen diving underwater to catch aquatic invertebrates. When courting females, male Buffleheads swim in front of
them, rapidly bobbing their heads up and down.

Random Facts: Generally monogamous, meaning they tend to have only one mate. Bufflehead fossils date back to 500,000 years ago!




Bufflehead
Bucephala albeola Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 15-17" inches in length, the common goldeneye has a round glossy green head with white patch new base of bill;
white neck, breast and sides; black back with white stripes

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes and ponds

Habitat: They nest in tree cavities in the boreal forest of northern North America. They spend winters mainly in protected coastal
waters as well as on large inland lakes and rivers.

Behavior: These are diving ducks that often forage in flocks and dive simultaneously. They tend to forage in fairly shallow waters.
When females are nearby, males display by stretching the head backward against their back and then popping their head forward.

Random Facts:  Known to benefit from lake acidification, a result of natural or human-caused reasons. Fish do not survive well in
acidic lakes, which results in less competition of the acid-tolerant insects for the goldeneye.




Common Goldeneye
Bucephala clangula Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, american coots have a black head and neck; whitish bill, white patch under tail; lobed
feet with large toes

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: American Coots are likely to be seen at ponds in city parks, marshes, reservoirs, lakes, and in roadside ditches, sewage
treatment ponds, and saltwater inlets or saltmarshes.

Behavior:  When swimming they look like small ducks (and often dive), but on land they look more chickenlike, walking rather than
waddling. An awkward and often clumsy flier, the American Coot requires long running takeoffs to get airborne.

Random Facts: The oldest known American Coot lived to be at least 22 years 4 months old. American coots breed locally in Golden
Gate Park, Lake Merced, and the Presidio. They are also NOT a duck! They are actually in the rail family




American Coot
Fulica americana Order: Gruiformes

Family: Rallidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 14-16" inches in length, ruddy ducks have a rusty-red body; white cheeks and underparts; black cap and
bright blue bill, stiff tail 

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: They nest in marshes near lakes and ponds. In migration, they flock to large rivers, ponds, lakes, and estuaries.

Behavior:  Ruddy ducks dive to feed on aquatic invertebrates, especially midge larvae. They feed most actively at nigh, so you'll
often see ruddy ducks sleeping during the day, head tucked under a wing and tail cocked up.

Random Facts: Pleistocene fossils of ruddy ducks, at least 11,000 years old, have been unearthed in Oregon, California, Virginia,
Florida, and Illinois. Ruddy ducks get harassed by Horned Grebes, Pied-billed grebes, and American Coots during breeding season.
The grebes sometimes attack Ruddy Ducks from below the water, a behavior known as "submarining".




Ruddy Duck
Oxyura jamaicensis Order: Gruiformes

Family: Rallidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 20-23" inches in length, red - breasted mergansers have glossy green heads with crest; reddish bill, white
neck and sides; streaked breast, black back

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes and ponds 

Habitat: Breeds on fresh, brackish, and saltwater wetlands, typically close to the coast. During migration and on the wintering
grounds, uses marine waters, lakes, and rivers. 

Behavior: Red-breasted Mergansers tend to sit low in the water and fly at an angle with the head higher than their feet. They swim
with the head partially submerged, diving underwater to capture small fish with their serrated bill.

Random Facts: Red-breasted Mergansers need to eat 15 to 20 fish per day, which researchers suggest means they need to dive
underwater 250–300 times per day or forage for 4–5 hours to meet their energy needs.




Red - Breasted Merganser
Mergus serrator Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 18-21" inches in length, the surf scoter has black with white patches on its' forehead and nape; black and
yellow and orange bill enlarged at the base; white eyes 

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; near the ocean

Habitat: They are most easily found in migration and winter, when they occur along ocean coasts, bays, and estuaries.

Behavior:  Surf Scoters rest on the water’s surface and dive for their prey. Flocks of thousands can be seen in migration along
ocean coasts. They begin courtship displays soon after settling in on their wintering grounds, especially on calm days.

Random Facts: Surf Scoters are “molt migrants,” meaning that adults fly to an area where they can molt their flight feathers. They
briefly become flightless before continuing to their wintering range; molting areas provide some protection from weather and
predators. These spots include southeastern Alaska to Washington’s Puget Sound, and Quebec and New Brunswick.




Surf Scoter
Melanitta perspicillata Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Divers

Divers have earned their name by the way they hunt. Pelicans, for example,
are often seen plummeting from the sky and into water to quickly scoop up

fish. The group include loons, grebes, cormorants, and pelicans. Diver birds
often have long necks and webbed feet to enable them to move from floating

to diving position quickly to catch prey. 



Size, Shape, and Color: 24-26" inches in length, common loons have a black head with dagger-like bill; long body, broken white
necklace, gray checkered back, red eyes 

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Breed on remote freshwater lakes of the northern U.S. and Canada, and they are sensitive to human disturbance. In winter
and during migration, look for them on lakes, rivers, estuaries, and coastlines.

Behavior:  Common Loons are stealthy divers, submerging without a splash to catch fish. Pairs and groups often call to each other
at night. In flight, notice their shallow wingbeats and unwavering, bee-lined flight path.

Random Facts: Biologists estimate that loon parents and their 2 chicks can eat about a half-ton of fish over a 15-week period. The
oldest recorded Common Loon was a female, and at least 29 years and 10 months old when she was spotted in Michigan in 2016.




Common Loon
Gavia immer Order: Gaviiformes

Family: Gaviidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 23-27" inches in length, the western grebe has a black head with dark gray back; white throat, long yellow
bill, white below, reddish eyes 

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Breeding birds use freshwater lakes; nonbreeding birds are found in both freshwater and saltwater environments, though
never far from shore in oceans.

Behavior: Western Grebes are almost always in the water. They can disappear for long periods during dives. Courting birds have a
captivating display in which the pair races side by side across the water, their necks gracefully curved and bills pointed to the sky.

Random Facts: Western Grebes, along with other grebe species, often swallow their own feathers as they preen. These feathers wind
up lining the stomach, where they may help protect against punctures by sharp fish bones. 




Western Grebe
Aechmophorus occidentalis Order: Podicipediformes

Family: Podicipedidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, eared grebes have a slender black neck and face; short slightly upturned bill, peaked
crown; golden ear plumes behind red eyes; brown flanks, short tail 

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Breeds in shallow lakes and ponds. During migration and in winter prefers saltwater. Occurs in great numbers in super
salty waters with an abundant supply of brine shrimp and flies.

Behavior:  This social bird breeds in colonies and gathers in flocks from the hundreds to the thousands on lakes and ponds during
migration and winter. They jump up slightly before diving underwater for aquatic invertebrates.

Random Facts: The Eared Grebe migrates only at night. Because of the length of its stay at fall staging areas, its southward fall
migration is the latest of any bird species in North America.




Eared Grebe
Podiceps nigricollis Order: Podicipediformes

Family: Podicipedidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 44-46" inches in length; brown with a white head; huge dark bill with large throat pouch; long curved neck

Best Seen: Summer, Fall, Winter; oceans

Habitat: Brown Pelicans live along southern and western sea coasts and are rarely seen inland.

Behavior: Brown Pelicans plunge into the water to feed, stunning fish with their impact and scooping them up in their throat pouches.
In flight, lines of pelicans glide on their broad wings, often surfing updrafts along wave faces.

Random Facts: Pelicans incubate their eggs with the skin of their feet, essentially standing on the eggs to keep them warm. The
pesticide DDT caused pelicans to lay thinner eggs that cracked under the weight of incubating parents. After nearly disappearing in
the 1960s and 1970s, Brown Pelicans made a full comeback thanks to pesticide regulations. The oldest brown pelican on record was 43
years of age.

Brown Pelican
Pelecanus occidentalis Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Pelecanidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 30-32" inches in length; cormorants have dark bodies, long neck, crest seldom evident; straight bill with
hooked tip; orange throat pouch, long tail

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Double-crested Cormorants are the most widespread cormorant in North America, and the one most frequently seen in
freshwater. They breed on the coast and on large inland lakes. They form colonies of stick nests built high in trees on islands.

Behavior: Float low on the surface of water and dive to catch small fish. After fishing, they stand on docks, rocks, and tree limbs
with wings spread open to dry. 

Random Facts: In breeding colonies where the nests are placed on the ground, young cormorants leave their nests and congregate
into groups with other youngsters (creches). They return to their own nests to be fed.

Double - Crested Cormorant 
Nannopterum auritum Order: Suliformes

Family: Phalacrocoracidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Waders

Waders have also earned their name by the way they hunt. These birds can
often be found standing in shallow waters- watching and waiting for their
prey. The group can be broken up into four subgroup families which include

species such as bitterns, ibises, flamingos, wood storks, and others. Here at
Heron's Head Park, we host egrets and of course, herons, which are a part

of the Ardeidae family.



Size, Shape, and Color: 38-53" inches in length; tall, slate-blue body; white head with black stripe; long neck, white underparts,
pointed bill, long legs

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Salt and fresh water habitats, from open coasts, marshes, sloughs, riverbanks, and lakes to backyard goldfish ponds.
Breeding birds gather in colonies or “heronries” to build stick nests high off the ground.

Behavior: Hunting Herons wade slowly or stand statue-like, stalking prey in shallow water or open fields. Their very slow
wingbeats, tucked-in neck and trailing legs create an unmistakable image in flight.

Random Facts: Despite their impressive size, Great Blue Herons weigh only 5 to 6 pounds thanks in part to their hollow bones—a
feature all birds share.

Great Blue Heron
Ardea herodias Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 22-24" inches in length; snow white head with plumes on neck; slender black bill, yellow eyes, black legs with
bright yellow feet

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Most common along the coast, though they do breed in inland wetlands. Snowy Egrets nest colonially. They concentrate on
mudflats, beaches, and wetlands, but also forage in wet agricultural fields and along the edges of rivers and lakes.

Behavior: Wade in shallow water to spear fish and other small aquatic animals. While they often sit and wait to capture their food,
sometimes they are much more animated, running back and forth through the water with their wings spread, chasing their prey.

Random Facts: Snowy Egrets sometimes mate with other heron species and produce hybrid offspring. They have been known to
hybridize with Tricolored Herons, Little Blue Herons, and Cattle Egrets.

Snowy Egret
Egretta thula Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 37-39" inches in length; slender snow-white body with plumes on long slim neck; pointed yellow bill, black legs
and feet

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: You’ll find Great Egrets in both freshwater and saltwater habitats. They are colonial nesters, typically placing stick nests
high in trees, often on islands that are isolated from mammalian predators such as raccoons.

Behavior: Wade in shallow water (both fresh and salt) to hunt fish, frogs, and other small aquatic animals. They typically stand still
and watch for unsuspecting prey to pass by. Then, with startling speed, the egrets strike with a jab of their long neck and bill..

Random Facts: The Great Egret is the symbol of the National Audubon Society, one of the oldest environmental organizations in
North America. Audubon was founded to protect birds from being killed for their feathers.

Great Egret
Ardea alba Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 24-28" inches in length; white face and underparts; blackish crown and back; short thick neck, gray wings
with short tail

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: These are social birds that tend to roost and nest in groups, although they typically forage on their own. Look for them in
most wetland habitats across North America, including estuaries, marshes, streams, lakes, and reservoirs.

Behavior: Spend days perched on tree limbs or concealed among foliage and branches. They forage in the evening and at night, in
water, on mudflats, and on land. In flight they fold their head back against their shoulders, almost making the neck disappear.

Random Facts: Scientists find it easy, if a bit smelly and messy, to study the diet of young Black-crowned Night-Herons—the
nestlings often disgorge their stomach contents when approached.

Black - Crowned Night Heron
Nycticorax nycticorax Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 19-22" inches in length; dark greenish body; crested head, blue-green back, rusty-red neck, short greenish-
yellow legs

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Green Herons live around wooded ponds, marshes, rivers, reservoirs, and estuaries.

Behavior: Stand motionless at the water’s edge as they hunt for fish and amphibians. They typically stand on vegetation or solid
ground, and they don’t wade as often as larger herons. In flight these compact herons can look ungainly, often partially
uncrooking their necks to give a front-heavy appearance.

Random Facts: The Green Heron is one of the world’s few tool-using bird species. It often creates fishing lures with bread crusts,
insects, and feathers, dropping them on the surface of the water to entice small fish.

Green Heron
Butorides virescens Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Raptors

The term raptor comes from the Latin word "rapere" meaning "to snatch", and
that is exactly what this group of birds does in order to hunt and snatch up

prey. This group is widely dispersed across the globe but here at Heron's
Head Park, we most often see hawks, falcons, kestrels, vultures, and even

the occasional owl.



Size, Shape, and Color: 22-25" inches in length; dark brown, whitish neck and underparts; broad winged, wide red tail with barred
edges

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: The Red-tailed Hawk is a bird of open country. Look for it along fields and perched on telephones poles, fenceposts, or
trees standing alone or along edges of fields.

Behavior: You’ll most likely see Red-tailed Hawks soaring in wide circles high over a field. In high winds they may face into the wind
and hover without flapping, eyes fixed on the ground. They attack in a slow, controlled dive with legs outstretched.

Random Facts: Courting Hawks soar in circles at great heights. The male dives, then shoots up again. Sometimes, the pair grab onto
one other, clasp talons, and plummet in spirals toward the ground before pulling away.

Red -Tailed Hawk
Buteo jamaicensis Order: Accipitriformes

Family: Accipitridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 15-16" inches in length; dark cap, red eyes, dark brown above; rusty barred chest, rounded tail with wide white
bands and white tip

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: Wooded habitats from deep forests to leafy subdivisions and backyards.

Behavior: Fly with a flap-flap-glide pattern typical of accipiters. Another attack maneuver is to fly fast and low to the ground, then
up and over an obstruction to surprise prey on the other side.

Random Facts: Life is tricky for male Cooper's Hawks. As in most hawks, males are significantly smaller than their mates. The danger
is that female Cooper’s Hawks specialize in eating medium-sized birds. Males tend to be submissive to females and to listen out for
reassuring call notes the females make when they’re willing to be approached. 

Cooper's Hawk
Accipiter Cooperii Order: Accipitriformes

Family: Accipitridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 18-24" inches in length; brown above, dark checkered wings with rufous shoulders; reddish-brown below; long
dark tail with narrow white bands

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: Look in deciduous woodlands, often near rivers and swamps. They build stick nests in a main crotch of a large tree. During
migration, Red-shouldered Hawks often move high overhead along ridges or along the coast.

Behavior: Red-shouldered Hawks soar over forests or perch on tree branches or utility wires. Its rising, whistled kee-rah is a
distinctive sound of the forest. They hunt small mammals, amphibians, and reptiles either from perches or while flying.

Random Facts: Red-shouldered Hawks return to the same nesting territory year after year. One Red-shouldered Hawk occupied a
territory in southern California for 16 consecutive years.

Red - Shouldered Hawk
Buteo lineatus Order: Accipitriformes

Family: Accipitridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 10-11" inches in length; black and white face with two dark slashes; russet-brown back and tail; blue-gray
wings

Best Seen: Year-round; grasslands

Habitat: Ranging from deserts and grasslands to alpine meadows. You’re most likely to see them perching on telephone wires along
roadsides, in open country with short vegetation and few trees.

Behavior: Usually snatch prey from the ground, though some catch quarry on the wing. They are gracefully buoyant in flight, and
are small enough to get tossed around in the wind. When perched, kestrels often pump their tails as if they are trying to balance.

Random Facts: Birds can see ultraviolet light. This enables kestrels to make out the trails of urine that voles, a common prey
mammal, leave as they run along the ground. Like neon diner signs, these bright paths highlight the way to a meal.

American Kestrel
Falco sparverius Order: Falconiformes

Family: Falconidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 9-12" inches in length; gray to dark-gray, streaked chest and dark underwings; dark tail with narrow white
bands; no malar or "mustache" stripe

Best Seen: Fall, Winter; forests

Habitat: Merlins nest in forested areas and along rivers across northern North America. During migration and winter, be on the
lookout for Merlins in open forests, grasslands, and especially coastal areas with flocks of small songbirds or shorebirds.

Behavior: Merlins are fierce, energetic predators that patrol shorelines and open areas looking for their prey of small birds (and
sometimes dragonflies). They also spend long periods perched in open areas, scanning for prey.

Random Facts: Merlins don’t build their own nests. Instead, they take over the old nests of other raptors or crows. They also use
magpie nests, sometimes laying eggs right on top of the nest’s dome rather than inside the cavity.

Merlin Falcon
Falco columbarius Order: Falconiformes

Family: Falconidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 17-22" inches in length; dark-gray above; black cap and mustache; white unstreaked throat with barring on
breast and tail

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: Look for Peregrine Falcons perching or nesting on skyscrapers, water towers, cliffs, and other tall structures. If a
mudflat full of shorebirds and ducks suddenly erupts from the ground, scan the skies. A Peregrine is probably in the area. .

Behavior: Catch medium-sized birds in the air with swift, spectacular dives, called stoops. In cities they are masterful at catching
pigeons. Elsewhere they feed especially on shorebirds and ducks.

Random Facts: The Peregrine Falcon is a very fast flier. During its spectacular hunting stoop from heights of over 1 km (0.62 mi), the
peregrine may reach speeds of 320 km/h (200 mph) as it drops toward its prey.

Peregrine Falcon
Falco peregrinus Order: Falconiformes

Family: Falconidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-20" inches in length; white, heart-shaped face with dark-brown eyes; golden-brown above, whitish below

Best Seen: Year-round; grasslands

Habitat: Barn Owls require large areas of open land over which to hunt. This can either be marsh, grasslands, or mixed agricultural
fields. For nesting and roosting, they prefer quiet cavities, either in trees or man-made structures such as barns or silos.

Behavior: Barn Owls nest and roost in cavities, abandoned barns and other buildings, and dense trees. At night, Barn Owls hunt by
flying low, back and forth over open habitats, searching for small rodents primarily by sound.

Random Facts: Barn Owls swallow their prey whole—skin, bones, and all. About twice a day, they cough up pellets instead of passing
all that material through their digestive tracts.

Barn Owl
Tyto alba Order: Strigiformes

Family: Tytonidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 26-32" inches in length; small unfeathered, pinkish-red head; brown-black overall; whitish underwings

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: Common around open areas such as roadsides, suburbs, farm fields, countryside, and food sources such as landfills, trash
heaps, and construction sites.

Behavior: Turkey Vultures are majestic but unsteady soarers. Their teetering flight with very few wingbeats is characteristic. Look
for them gliding relatively low to the ground, sniffing for carrion, or else riding thermals up to higher vantage points.

Random Facts: Turkey vultures are the only scavenger birds that can't kill their prey. A close inspection of their feet reminds one
of a chicken instead of a hawk or an eagle. Their feet are useless for ripping into prey, but the vultures have powerful beaks that
can tear through even the toughest cow hide.

Turkey Vulture
Cathartes aura Order: Cathartiformes

Family: Cathartidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Shorebirds

Charadriformes or "shorebirds", include the world's 214 species of
shorebirds such as gulls, terns, and puffins. In San Francisco alone, we see

up to 38 species and roughly 18 of those 38 species can be seen frequently
along the coast. Most of these birds exhibit incredible changes in plumage

throughout the year as they transition from juveniles to mature adults
entering mating season.



Size, Shape, and Color: 7-8" inches in length; bold dark spots on white breast; orange bill; dark brown back. In winter breast is plain
white, back is grayish brown and the bill is pale yellow. 

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: Nearly anywhere near water—along streambanks, rivers, ponds, lakes, and beaches, particularly on rocky shores. This
species is one of the most widespread breeding shorebirds in the United States and is commonly seen near freshwater, even in
otherwise arid or forested regions.

Behavior: Often solitary and walk with a distinctive teeter, bobbing their tails up and down constantly.

Random Facts: The male takes the primary role in parental care, incubating the eggs and taking care of the young. One female may
lay eggs for up to four different males at a time.

Spotted Sandpiper
Actitis macularius Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 15-17" inches in length; brown-gray above, whitish below; striking black and white wing markings in flight;
straight black bill.

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: In winter, Willets feed on beaches and rocky coasts, as well as mudflats and marshes. During breeding season the western
population moves far inland to nest in grasslands and prairies near freshwater.

Behavior: Often seen alone. Probe for crabs, worms and other prey in sand and mudflats, or to pick at insects and mollusks. When
startled, they react with a piercing call, often opening their wings and running rather than taking flight.

Random Facts: Because they find prey using the sensitive tips of their bills, and not just eyesight, Willets can feed both during the
day and at night.

Willet
Tringa semipalmata Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 12-14" inches in length; mottled black and white above; long bill, white below, white rump, long bright yellow
legs

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; marshes

Habitat: Occurs in a wide variety of wetland habitats from tidal flats to sewage ponds to flooded fields. They are able to use
wetlands with taller vegetation owing to their larger size. 

Behavior: Distinctive high-stepping gait, occasionally breaking into a run to chase aquatic prey. Flight is strong and swift, with legs
extending well beyond the tail, often accompanied by its strident chirpy call.

Random Facts: Colloquial names for this species include telltale, tattler, and yelper, all of which refer to its strident alarm calls.

Greater Yellowlegs
Tringa melanoleuca Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 18-21" inches in length; cinnamon-brown above; unstreaked crown; very long downcurved bill

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; grasslands

Habitat: Breeds in areas with sparse, short grasses, including shortgrass and mixed-grass prairies as well as agricultural fields.
Outside of the breeding season, found in wetlands, tidal estuaries, mudflats, flooded fields less than 6 inches deep, and beaches.

Behavior: Forages for earthworms and other deep-burrowing prey such as shrimp and crabs in soft muddy substrates using its long,
curved bill. On drier grassland habitats, pecks at insects. Walks with a strut, pushing its head forward with jerky steps.

Random Facts: The Long-billed Curlew's genus name, Numenius, means “of the new moon,” and describes the slender, curved shape of
the bird’s bill.

Long - Billed Curlew
Numenius americanus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 15-17" inches in length; white stripes across face; grayish-brown above, white below; long downcurved  dark-
bill, gray legs

Best Seen: Fall, Winter; shorelines

Habitat: Arctic tundra during the nesting season; saltmarshes, mudflats, beaches, small islands during migration and winter. They
are sometimes found inland after being grounded by storms.

Behavior: Probe with their long bills into mudflats or wet sand for invertebrates such as crabs, walking slowly through areas
where water is very shallow.

Random Facts: Some migrating Whimbrels make a nonstop overwater flight of 4,000 km (2,500 miles) from southern Canada or New
England to South America.

Whimbrel
Numenius phaeopus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-18" inches in length; marbled above; cinnamon wing linings, slightly upturned bill, ringed tail, long black
legs with bluish feet

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; marshes

Habitat: Breeds in shortgrass prairies near wetlands. During migration and on the wintering grounds, found on mudflats, salt
ponds, beaches, estuaries, and wetlands.

Behavior: Probes into sand or mud with its long bill for aquatic invertebrates. Sometimes walks while probing or takes a few steps
before burying its bill into the mud. 

Random Facts: Unlike most shorebirds that eat aquatic invertebrates year-round, Marbled Godwits forage almost exclusively on
plant tubers during migration, using their upturned bill to clip tubers.

Marbled Godwit
Limosa fedoa Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 8-9" inches in length; dark above, white below; slightly downcurved bill, black legs and black feet

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; shorelines

Habitat: Breeds in wet tundra, often in areas with many small ponds. Winters in coastal estuaries and lagoons. Migrants turn up in
many wetland environments with muddy edges as well as sod farms, wet agricultural fields, and sewage ponds.

Behavior: Forages by picking and probing in mud, walking slowly, usually in large flocks. Breeding males display over territories
with fluttering, gliding flights and give unusual trilling songs.

Random Facts: The name Dunlin comes from dunling, the earliest known English name of the species, which dates back at least as far
as 1531. Dunling is a compound of the English word dun (meaning gray-brown) and the diminutive -ling. So the name Dunlin essentially
means “little brown job.”

Dunlin
Calidirs Alpina Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 9-12" inches in length; brown, black, and gold above; pale orange with darker speckling below

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; marshes

Habitat: Breeds in boreal wetlands near treeline. Winters largely in saltwater estuaries and lagoons. Migrating birds utilize almost
any freshwater or saltwater wetland with shallow water, as well as flooded agricultural fields and sewage ponds.

Behavior: Feed most heavily during falling and rising tides, rapidly probing mudflats with their long bills in a sewing-machinelike
motion. During highest and lowest tides, they rest and preen in flocks.

Random Facts: Despite the abundance of dowitchers over much of the continent, it was not until the 1930s that scientists began to
understand that there were two species of dowitchers in North America.

Short - Billed Dowitcher
Limnodromus griseus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 10-11" inches in length; gray-brown above, rufous lower back and tail base; two broad black bands across
chest; white wing stripe

Best Seen: Year-round; grasslands

Habitat: Look for Killdeer on open ground with low vegetation as well as pastures, fields, sandbars and mudflats. This species is one
of the least water-associated of all shorebirds.

Behavior: Spend time walking along the ground or running ahead a few steps, stopping to look around, and running on again.

Random Facts: Mated pairs pick out a nesting site through a ritual known as a scrape ceremony. The male lowers his breast to the
ground and scrapes a shallow depression with his feet. The female then approaches, head lowered, and takes his place. The male
then stands with body tilted slightly forward, tail raised and spread, calling rapidly. Mating often follows.

Killdeer
Charadrius vociferus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Charadriidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 6-8" inches in length; brown above, white below, one black band on the breast; black around eye, with white
marks above eye and bill and a white band above the black collar; the short orange bill has a black tip.

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: Nests in arctic tundra. Forages in mudflats, agricultural fields, river margins, sewage ponds, and lakeshores. Roosts in
marshes or on beaches.

Behavior: Visual hunters. They run a few steps, pause, and then lunge at prey on the ground, grabbing smaller prey or pulling at
worms much as robins do.

Random Facts: Given their remote Arctic breeding range, it's surprising that Semipalmated Plovers sometimes nest in busy, built-up
areas. They also nest at times on active gravel runways.

Semipalmated Plover
Charadrius semipalmatus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Charadriidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 8-9" inches in length; black head, breast and back; white eyebrow and white below; reddish brown legs

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; shorelines

Habitat: Nests in coastal sedge meadows in the arctic, often on little islands in ponds or rivers near the coast. Outside breeding
season, forages along rocky Pacific coastlines (including jetties and breakwaters) and adjacent beaches or flats.

Behavior: Flips over small objects on rocks and beaches to find small prey. Sometimes forages on beaches racing away from
incoming waves, then running back to extract prey from wet sand as water recedes.

Random Facts: To increase leverage when overturning heavy objects like kelp or driftwood, Black Turnstones crouch down on their
lower legs to thrust the object upward with more force. They sometimes use the entire body to “snowplow” headlong into a heavy
mass of kelp, exposing brine flies, fish eggs, and other food.

Black Turnstone
Arenaria melanocephala Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-18" inches in length; black and white pattern on back and wings; white below, long slender upcurved bill,
long bluish legs, webbed feet

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Found in wetlands including shallow fresh and saltwater wetlands, salt ponds. Forages in open water less than 8 inches
deep. During winter uses intertidal mudflats, tidal lagoons, brackish impoundments, sewage ponds, and flooded pastures.

Behavior: Wades through shallow water sweeping its bill side to side for aquatic invertebrates. Often shakes its foot with each step
to remove mud from its foot.

Random Facts: American Avocet chicks leave the nest within 24 hours of hatching. Day-old avocets can walk, swim, and even dive to
escape predators.

American Avocet
Recurvirostra americana Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Recurvirostridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 14-16" inches in length; black above, white below; slender body, long pinkish legs; long straight needle-
pointed bill

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Black-necked Stilts are almost always seen near shallow water, including both salt and fresh water, especially mudflats,
salt pans, saltmarshes, and many human-modified habitats such as sewage ponds, evaporation pools, and flooded fields.

Behavior: Black-necked Stilts wade into shallow bodies of water, seldom swimming, in pursuit of tiny aquatic invertebrates. Adults
defending nests or chicks fly around and call loudly, sometimes performing a distraction display by feigning injury.

Random Facts: Five species of rather similar-looking stilts are recognized in the genus Himantopus. They have the second-longest
legs in proportion to their bodies of any bird, exceeded only by flamingos.

Black - Necked Stilt
Himantopus mexicanus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Recurvirostridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-19" inches in length; blackish body; orange-red bill and yellow eye ringed with red; wings, tail, and back are
dark brown; juveniles are brownish overall

Best Seen: Year-round; shoreline

Habitat: Nests on islands, headlands, and beaches. Forages in adjacent rocky shorelines and tidepools, sometimes on open tidal
flats, rarely in grassy areas.

Behavior: Forages on shellfish using its heavy bill. Rests and preens, often in roosts of a dozen or more, during high tide. Quite
vocal year-round but especially when breeding, when duetting adults perform display flights in tandem.

Random Facts: John James Audubon wrote the first scientific description of Black Oystercatcher. The genus name Haematopus derives
from the Greek for “blood-footed,” a reference to its pinkish feet. 

Black Oystercatcher
Haematopus bachmani Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Haematopodidae

Voice:




