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Exact size is usually difficult to gauge in the field. To get an idea of how large a bird is,
try comparing it to the size of a bird you recognize, such as a sparrow, crow, or heron.

Learning how to examine birds by shape helps make identifying easy. Try asking some
simple questions. Is the neck long or short? Is its tail short, medium, or long? Is the bill

short or long? Thick or thin? When the bird flies, are its wings long and pointed or short
and rounded?

What a bird does and the way it moves can often tell what kind of species the bird is. Take
note of the way the bird perches, how is it foraging for food, what type of food is it

eating, how is it flying, and so on.

Important markings can be found on the crown, face, throat, under belly, wings, tail,
and upper body. Try asking questions such as, is the crown striped, streaked, or plain?

Are there rings around the eyes, throat, or bill? Is the under belly streaked
(lengthwise), barred (crosswise), spotted, or plain?

Birds make two types of vocalizations - songs and calls. Songs are usually more
complex and are used to establish and defend territory or to attract mates. Calls are

usually simple notes, single or repeated and are used to express alarm or maintain
contact

For more information visit the National Audubon Society website



Identifying Birds

University of Houston Photo – The adaptive characteristics of bill and foot structure optimize a bird’s ability to thrive in its environment



Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Waterfowl

The waterfowl family or Anatidae, includes geese, swans, "dabbling" ducks,
and "diving" ducks. All of these birds share the commonality of living in an
aquatic habitat and have webbed feet. Historically, waterfowl have often
been used as a food resource for humans and this trend has put the bird

group's population in decline.



Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 40-45 inches tall, geese have long black necks, head and bill; white cheek patches, long grayish
body; white black under black tail

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes, ponds, grass fields

Habitat: Widely distributed across North America. Canada Geese breed and nest in Canada, Alaska, and all of the lower 48 states.
They are found at a broad range of elevations and occupy a broad range of habitats, as long as there is water nearby.

Behavior:  Canada Geese are often found grazing in pairs or flocks in large fields and lawns. They sometimes feed by dabbling in
shallow waters and are often seen in flying in pairs. When flying in a flock, geese assume a V formation. 

Random Facts: A male goose is called “gander”, a baby is called a “gosling”, a group of geese are called a gaggle. The female mom is
related to as mother “goose”.




Canada Goose
Branta canadensis Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color:  23-27" inches in length, mallard ducks un-crested, glossy green heads with white neck rings; chestnut
breast, yellow bill, blue speculum, and white tail.

Best Seen: Year-round; grassy areas, lakes, various bodies of water

Habitat: Look for them on lakes, ponds, marshes, rivers, and coastal habitats, as well as city and suburban parks and residential
backyards.

Behavior:  Mallards are “dabbling ducks”—they feed in the water by tipping forward and grazing on underwater plants. They almost
never dive.

Random Facts: The Mallard is the ancestor of nearly all domestic duck breeds (everything except the Muscovy Duck).




Mallard
Anas platyrhynchos Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color:  20-23" inches in length, American wigeons have a brown body; grayish neck with green face patch and white
crown; large white patch on forewing.

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; wetlands, ponds, nearby agricultural fields

Habitat: At all times of year, American Wigeons can be found in freshwater wetlands, lakes, slow-moving rivers, impoundments,
flooded fields, estuaries, bays, and marshes.

Behavior:  American wigeons usually congregate on lakes and places where there is ample aquatic vegetation. They also waddle
through fields plucking at plants with their short bill.

Random Facts: When young are disturbed, female wigeons will feign injury while the babies hide. American wigeons used to be
called "Baldpate" because the white head stripe looks like a bald man's head




American Wigeon
Mareca americana

Order: Anseriformes
Family: Anatidae




Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, lesser scaups have glossy purple and green heads; peaked crown behind the eye; white
stripes on wings; white underparts

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes, ponds, estuaries, reservoirs

Habitat: Lesser scaups, like most waterfowl, can be found by various bodies of water. During the breeding season, they are more
commonly found in marshes of northern North America where they nest.

Behavior:  During migration and winter, Lesser Scaup form large flocks on lakes, bays, rivers, and larger wetlands. They tend to
form tight groups and mix with other diving ducks.

Random Facts: It is one of the most abundant and widespread of the diving ducks in North America. An adult may pretend to be dead
(immobile with head extended, eyes open, and wings held close to body) when grasped by a red fox.




Lesser Scaup
Aythya affinis Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, buffleheads are black above and white below; large white patch on head against
purple-glossed forehead and nape.

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes, ponds, estuaries

Habitat: Bufflehead move south to coasts and large bodies of water, particularly shallow saltwater bays. They breed near lakes in
northern forests where conifers mix with poplars or aspens. Bufflehead nest in tree cavities, especially old Northern Flicker
holes.

Behavior: Often seen diving underwater to catch aquatic invertebrates. When courting females, male Buffleheads swim in front of
them, rapidly bobbing their heads up and down.

Random Facts: Generally monogamous, meaning they tend to have only one mate. Bufflehead fossils date back to 500,000 years ago!




Bufflehead
Bucephala albeola Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 15-17" inches in length, the common goldeneye has a round glossy green head with white patch new base of bill;
white neck, breast and sides; black back with white stripes

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes and ponds

Habitat: They nest in tree cavities in the boreal forest of northern North America. They spend winters mainly in protected coastal
waters as well as on large inland lakes and rivers.

Behavior: These are diving ducks that often forage in flocks and dive simultaneously. They tend to forage in fairly shallow waters.
When females are nearby, males display by stretching the head backward against their back and then popping their head forward.

Random Facts:  Known to benefit from lake acidification, a result of natural or human-caused reasons. Fish do not survive well in
acidic lakes, which results in less competition of the acid-tolerant insects for the goldeneye.




Common Goldeneye
Bucephala clangula Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae



Voice:

http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#
http://www.birdweb.org/birdweb/bird/canada_goose#




Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, american coots have a black head and neck; whitish bill, white patch under tail; lobed
feet with large toes

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: American Coots are likely to be seen at ponds in city parks, marshes, reservoirs, lakes, and in roadside ditches, sewage
treatment ponds, and saltwater inlets or saltmarshes.

Behavior:  When swimming they look like small ducks (and often dive), but on land they look more chickenlike, walking rather than
waddling. An awkward and often clumsy flier, the American Coot requires long running takeoffs to get airborne.

Random Facts: The oldest known American Coot lived to be at least 22 years 4 months old. American coots breed locally in Golden
Gate Park, Lake Merced, and the Presidio. They are also NOT a duck! They are actually in the rail family




American Coot
Fulica americana Order: Gruiformes

Family: Rallidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 14-16" inches in length, ruddy ducks have a rusty-red body; white cheeks and underparts; black cap and
bright blue bill, stiff tail 

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: They nest in marshes near lakes and ponds. In migration, they flock to large rivers, ponds, lakes, and estuaries.

Behavior:  Ruddy ducks dive to feed on aquatic invertebrates, especially midge larvae. They feed most actively at nigh, so you'll
often see ruddy ducks sleeping during the day, head tucked under a wing and tail cocked up.

Random Facts: Pleistocene fossils of ruddy ducks, at least 11,000 years old, have been unearthed in Oregon, California, Virginia,
Florida, and Illinois. Ruddy ducks get harassed by Horned Grebes, Pied-billed grebes, and American Coots during breeding season.
The grebes sometimes attack Ruddy Ducks from below the water, a behavior known as "submarining".




Ruddy Duck
Oxyura jamaicensis Order: Gruiformes

Family: Rallidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 20-23" inches in length, red - breasted mergansers have glossy green heads with crest; reddish bill, white
neck and sides; streaked breast, black back

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes and ponds 

Habitat: Breeds on fresh, brackish, and saltwater wetlands, typically close to the coast. During migration and on the wintering
grounds, uses marine waters, lakes, and rivers. 

Behavior: Red-breasted Mergansers tend to sit low in the water and fly at an angle with the head higher than their feet. They swim
with the head partially submerged, diving underwater to capture small fish with their serrated bill.

Random Facts: Red-breasted Mergansers need to eat 15 to 20 fish per day, which researchers suggest means they need to dive
underwater 250–300 times per day or forage for 4–5 hours to meet their energy needs.




Red - Breasted Merganser
Mergus serrator Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 18-21" inches in length, the surf scoter has black with white patches on its' forehead and nape; black and
yellow and orange bill enlarged at the base; white eyes 

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; near the ocean

Habitat: They are most easily found in migration and winter, when they occur along ocean coasts, bays, and estuaries.

Behavior:  Surf Scoters rest on the water’s surface and dive for their prey. Flocks of thousands can be seen in migration along
ocean coasts. They begin courtship displays soon after settling in on their wintering grounds, especially on calm days.

Random Facts: Surf Scoters are “molt migrants,” meaning that adults fly to an area where they can molt their flight feathers. They
briefly become flightless before continuing to their wintering range; molting areas provide some protection from weather and
predators. These spots include southeastern Alaska to Washington’s Puget Sound, and Quebec and New Brunswick.




Surf Scoter
Melanitta perspicillata Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Divers

Divers have earned their name by the way they hunt. Pelicans, for example,
are often seen plummeting from the sky and into water to quickly scoop up

fish. The group include loons, grebes, cormorants, and pelicans. Diver birds
often have long necks and webbed feet to enable them to move from floating

to diving position quickly to catch prey. 



Size, Shape, and Color: 24-26" inches in length, common loons have a black head with dagger-like bill; long body, broken white
necklace, gray checkered back, red eyes 

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Breed on remote freshwater lakes of the northern U.S. and Canada, and they are sensitive to human disturbance. In winter
and during migration, look for them on lakes, rivers, estuaries, and coastlines.

Behavior:  Common Loons are stealthy divers, submerging without a splash to catch fish. Pairs and groups often call to each other
at night. In flight, notice their shallow wingbeats and unwavering, bee-lined flight path.

Random Facts: Biologists estimate that loon parents and their 2 chicks can eat about a half-ton of fish over a 15-week period. The
oldest recorded Common Loon was a female, and at least 29 years and 10 months old when she was spotted in Michigan in 2016.




Common Loon
Gavia immer Order: Gaviiformes

Family: Gaviidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 23-27" inches in length, the western grebe has a black head with dark gray back; white throat, long yellow
bill, white below, reddish eyes 

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Breeding birds use freshwater lakes; nonbreeding birds are found in both freshwater and saltwater environments, though
never far from shore in oceans.

Behavior: Western Grebes are almost always in the water. They can disappear for long periods during dives. Courting birds have a
captivating display in which the pair races side by side across the water, their necks gracefully curved and bills pointed to the sky.

Random Facts: Western Grebes, along with other grebe species, often swallow their own feathers as they preen. These feathers wind
up lining the stomach, where they may help protect against punctures by sharp fish bones. 




Western Grebe
Aechmophorus occidentalis Order: Podicipediformes

Family: Podicipedidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 11-13" inches in length, eared grebes have a slender black neck and face; short slightly upturned bill, peaked
crown; golden ear plumes behind red eyes; brown flanks, short tail 

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Breeds in shallow lakes and ponds. During migration and in winter prefers saltwater. Occurs in great numbers in super
salty waters with an abundant supply of brine shrimp and flies.

Behavior:  This social bird breeds in colonies and gathers in flocks from the hundreds to the thousands on lakes and ponds during
migration and winter. They jump up slightly before diving underwater for aquatic invertebrates.

Random Facts: The Eared Grebe migrates only at night. Because of the length of its stay at fall staging areas, its southward fall
migration is the latest of any bird species in North America.




Eared Grebe
Podiceps nigricollis Order: Podicipediformes

Family: Podicipedidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 44-46" inches in length; brown with a white head; huge dark bill with large throat pouch; long curved neck

Best Seen: Summer, Fall, Winter; oceans

Habitat: Brown Pelicans live along southern and western sea coasts and are rarely seen inland.

Behavior: Brown Pelicans plunge into the water to feed, stunning fish with their impact and scooping them up in their throat pouches.
In flight, lines of pelicans glide on their broad wings, often surfing updrafts along wave faces.

Random Facts: Pelicans incubate their eggs with the skin of their feet, essentially standing on the eggs to keep them warm. The
pesticide DDT caused pelicans to lay thinner eggs that cracked under the weight of incubating parents. After nearly disappearing in
the 1960s and 1970s, Brown Pelicans made a full comeback thanks to pesticide regulations. The oldest brown pelican on record was 43
years of age.

Brown Pelican
Pelecanus occidentalis Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Pelecanidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 30-32" inches in length; cormorants have dark bodies, long neck, crest seldom evident; straight bill with
hooked tip; orange throat pouch, long tail

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Double-crested Cormorants are the most widespread cormorant in North America, and the one most frequently seen in
freshwater. They breed on the coast and on large inland lakes. They form colonies of stick nests built high in trees on islands.

Behavior: Float low on the surface of water and dive to catch small fish. After fishing, they stand on docks, rocks, and tree limbs
with wings spread open to dry. 

Random Facts: In breeding colonies where the nests are placed on the ground, young cormorants leave their nests and congregate
into groups with other youngsters (creches). They return to their own nests to be fed.

Double - Crested Cormorant 
Nannopterum auritum Order: Suliformes

Family: Phalacrocoracidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Waders

Waders have also earned their name by the way they hunt. These birds can
often be found standing in shallow waters- watching and waiting for their
prey. The group can be broken up into four subgroup families which include

species such as bitterns, ibises, flamingos, wood storks, and others. Here at
Heron's Head Park, we host egrets and of course, herons, which are a part

of the Ardeidae family.



Size, Shape, and Color: 38-53" inches in length; tall, slate-blue body; white head with black stripe; long neck, white underparts,
pointed bill, long legs

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Salt and fresh water habitats, from open coasts, marshes, sloughs, riverbanks, and lakes to backyard goldfish ponds.
Breeding birds gather in colonies or “heronries” to build stick nests high off the ground.

Behavior: Hunting Herons wade slowly or stand statue-like, stalking prey in shallow water or open fields. Their very slow
wingbeats, tucked-in neck and trailing legs create an unmistakable image in flight.

Random Facts: Despite their impressive size, Great Blue Herons weigh only 5 to 6 pounds thanks in part to their hollow bones—a
feature all birds share.

Great Blue Heron
Ardea herodias Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 22-24" inches in length; snow white head with plumes on neck; slender black bill, yellow eyes, black legs with
bright yellow feet

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Most common along the coast, though they do breed in inland wetlands. Snowy Egrets nest colonially. They concentrate on
mudflats, beaches, and wetlands, but also forage in wet agricultural fields and along the edges of rivers and lakes.

Behavior: Wade in shallow water to spear fish and other small aquatic animals. While they often sit and wait to capture their food,
sometimes they are much more animated, running back and forth through the water with their wings spread, chasing their prey.

Random Facts: Snowy Egrets sometimes mate with other heron species and produce hybrid offspring. They have been known to
hybridize with Tricolored Herons, Little Blue Herons, and Cattle Egrets.

Snowy Egret
Egretta thula Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 37-39" inches in length; slender snow-white body with plumes on long slim neck; pointed yellow bill, black legs
and feet

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: You’ll find Great Egrets in both freshwater and saltwater habitats. They are colonial nesters, typically placing stick nests
high in trees, often on islands that are isolated from mammalian predators such as raccoons.

Behavior: Wade in shallow water (both fresh and salt) to hunt fish, frogs, and other small aquatic animals. They typically stand still
and watch for unsuspecting prey to pass by. Then, with startling speed, the egrets strike with a jab of their long neck and bill..

Random Facts: The Great Egret is the symbol of the National Audubon Society, one of the oldest environmental organizations in
North America. Audubon was founded to protect birds from being killed for their feathers.

Great Egret
Ardea alba Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 24-28" inches in length; white face and underparts; blackish crown and back; short thick neck, gray wings
with short tail

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: These are social birds that tend to roost and nest in groups, although they typically forage on their own. Look for them in
most wetland habitats across North America, including estuaries, marshes, streams, lakes, and reservoirs.

Behavior: Spend days perched on tree limbs or concealed among foliage and branches. They forage in the evening and at night, in
water, on mudflats, and on land. In flight they fold their head back against their shoulders, almost making the neck disappear.

Random Facts: Scientists find it easy, if a bit smelly and messy, to study the diet of young Black-crowned Night-Herons—the
nestlings often disgorge their stomach contents when approached.

Black - Crowned Night Heron
Nycticorax nycticorax Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 19-22" inches in length; dark greenish body; crested head, blue-green back, rusty-red neck, short greenish-
yellow legs

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Green Herons live around wooded ponds, marshes, rivers, reservoirs, and estuaries.

Behavior: Stand motionless at the water’s edge as they hunt for fish and amphibians. They typically stand on vegetation or solid
ground, and they don’t wade as often as larger herons. In flight these compact herons can look ungainly, often partially
uncrooking their necks to give a front-heavy appearance.

Random Facts: The Green Heron is one of the world’s few tool-using bird species. It often creates fishing lures with bread crusts,
insects, and feathers, dropping them on the surface of the water to entice small fish.

Green Heron
Butorides virescens Order: Pelecaniformes

Family: Ardeidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Raptors

The term raptor comes from the Latin word "rapere" meaning "to snatch", and
that is exactly what this group of birds does in order to hunt and snatch up

prey. This group is widely dispersed across the globe but here at Heron's
Head Park, we most often see hawks, falcons, kestrels, vultures, and even

the occasional owl.



Size, Shape, and Color: 22-25" inches in length; dark brown, whitish neck and underparts; broad winged, wide red tail with barred
edges

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: The Red-tailed Hawk is a bird of open country. Look for it along fields and perched on telephones poles, fenceposts, or
trees standing alone or along edges of fields.

Behavior: You’ll most likely see Red-tailed Hawks soaring in wide circles high over a field. In high winds they may face into the wind
and hover without flapping, eyes fixed on the ground. They attack in a slow, controlled dive with legs outstretched.

Random Facts: Courting Hawks soar in circles at great heights. The male dives, then shoots up again. Sometimes, the pair grab onto
one other, clasp talons, and plummet in spirals toward the ground before pulling away.

Red -Tailed Hawk
Buteo jamaicensis Order: Accipitriformes

Family: Accipitridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 15-16" inches in length; dark cap, red eyes, dark brown above; rusty barred chest, rounded tail with wide white
bands and white tip

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: Wooded habitats from deep forests to leafy subdivisions and backyards.

Behavior: Fly with a flap-flap-glide pattern typical of accipiters. Another attack maneuver is to fly fast and low to the ground, then
up and over an obstruction to surprise prey on the other side.

Random Facts: Life is tricky for male Cooper's Hawks. As in most hawks, males are significantly smaller than their mates. The danger
is that female Cooper’s Hawks specialize in eating medium-sized birds. Males tend to be submissive to females and to listen out for
reassuring call notes the females make when they’re willing to be approached. 

Cooper's Hawk
Accipiter Cooperii Order: Accipitriformes

Family: Accipitridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 18-24" inches in length; brown above, dark checkered wings with rufous shoulders; reddish-brown below; long
dark tail with narrow white bands

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: Look in deciduous woodlands, often near rivers and swamps. They build stick nests in a main crotch of a large tree. During
migration, Red-shouldered Hawks often move high overhead along ridges or along the coast.

Behavior: Red-shouldered Hawks soar over forests or perch on tree branches or utility wires. Its rising, whistled kee-rah is a
distinctive sound of the forest. They hunt small mammals, amphibians, and reptiles either from perches or while flying.

Random Facts: Red-shouldered Hawks return to the same nesting territory year after year. One Red-shouldered Hawk occupied a
territory in southern California for 16 consecutive years.

Red - Shouldered Hawk
Buteo lineatus Order: Accipitriformes

Family: Accipitridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 10-11" inches in length; black and white face with two dark slashes; russet-brown back and tail; blue-gray
wings

Best Seen: Year-round; grasslands

Habitat: Ranging from deserts and grasslands to alpine meadows. You’re most likely to see them perching on telephone wires along
roadsides, in open country with short vegetation and few trees.

Behavior: Usually snatch prey from the ground, though some catch quarry on the wing. They are gracefully buoyant in flight, and
are small enough to get tossed around in the wind. When perched, kestrels often pump their tails as if they are trying to balance.

Random Facts: Birds can see ultraviolet light. This enables kestrels to make out the trails of urine that voles, a common prey
mammal, leave as they run along the ground. Like neon diner signs, these bright paths highlight the way to a meal.

American Kestrel
Falco sparverius Order: Falconiformes

Family: Falconidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 9-12" inches in length; gray to dark-gray, streaked chest and dark underwings; dark tail with narrow white
bands; no malar or "mustache" stripe

Best Seen: Fall, Winter; forests

Habitat: Merlins nest in forested areas and along rivers across northern North America. During migration and winter, be on the
lookout for Merlins in open forests, grasslands, and especially coastal areas with flocks of small songbirds or shorebirds.

Behavior: Merlins are fierce, energetic predators that patrol shorelines and open areas looking for their prey of small birds (and
sometimes dragonflies). They also spend long periods perched in open areas, scanning for prey.

Random Facts: Merlins don’t build their own nests. Instead, they take over the old nests of other raptors or crows. They also use
magpie nests, sometimes laying eggs right on top of the nest’s dome rather than inside the cavity.

Merlin Falcon
Falco columbarius Order: Falconiformes

Family: Falconidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 17-22" inches in length; dark-gray above; black cap and mustache; white unstreaked throat with barring on
breast and tail

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: Look for Peregrine Falcons perching or nesting on skyscrapers, water towers, cliffs, and other tall structures. If a
mudflat full of shorebirds and ducks suddenly erupts from the ground, scan the skies. A Peregrine is probably in the area. .

Behavior: Catch medium-sized birds in the air with swift, spectacular dives, called stoops. In cities they are masterful at catching
pigeons. Elsewhere they feed especially on shorebirds and ducks.

Random Facts: The Peregrine Falcon is a very fast flier. During its spectacular hunting stoop from heights of over 1 km (0.62 mi), the
peregrine may reach speeds of 320 km/h (200 mph) as it drops toward its prey.

Peregrine Falcon
Falco peregrinus Order: Falconiformes

Family: Falconidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-20" inches in length; white, heart-shaped face with dark-brown eyes; golden-brown above, whitish below

Best Seen: Year-round; grasslands

Habitat: Barn Owls require large areas of open land over which to hunt. This can either be marsh, grasslands, or mixed agricultural
fields. For nesting and roosting, they prefer quiet cavities, either in trees or man-made structures such as barns or silos.

Behavior: Barn Owls nest and roost in cavities, abandoned barns and other buildings, and dense trees. At night, Barn Owls hunt by
flying low, back and forth over open habitats, searching for small rodents primarily by sound.

Random Facts: Barn Owls swallow their prey whole—skin, bones, and all. About twice a day, they cough up pellets instead of passing
all that material through their digestive tracts.

Barn Owl
Tyto alba Order: Strigiformes

Family: Tytonidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 26-32" inches in length; small unfeathered, pinkish-red head; brown-black overall; whitish underwings

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: Common around open areas such as roadsides, suburbs, farm fields, countryside, and food sources such as landfills, trash
heaps, and construction sites.

Behavior: Turkey Vultures are majestic but unsteady soarers. Their teetering flight with very few wingbeats is characteristic. Look
for them gliding relatively low to the ground, sniffing for carrion, or else riding thermals up to higher vantage points.

Random Facts: Turkey vultures are the only scavenger birds that can't kill their prey. A close inspection of their feet reminds one
of a chicken instead of a hawk or an eagle. Their feet are useless for ripping into prey, but the vultures have powerful beaks that
can tear through even the toughest cow hide.

Turkey Vulture
Cathartes aura Order: Cathartiformes

Family: Cathartidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Shorebirds

Charadriformes or "shorebirds", include the world's 214 species of
shorebirds such as gulls, terns, and puffins. In San Francisco alone, we see

up to 38 species and roughly 18 of those 38 species can be seen frequently
along the coast. Most of these birds exhibit incredible changes in plumage

throughout the year as they transition from juveniles to mature adults
entering mating season.



Size, Shape, and Color: 7-8" inches in length; bold dark spots on white breast; orange bill; dark brown back. In winter breast is plain
white, back is grayish brown and the bill is pale yellow. 

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: Nearly anywhere near water—along streambanks, rivers, ponds, lakes, and beaches, particularly on rocky shores. This
species is one of the most widespread breeding shorebirds in the United States and is commonly seen near freshwater, even in
otherwise arid or forested regions.

Behavior: Often solitary and walk with a distinctive teeter, bobbing their tails up and down constantly.

Random Facts: The male takes the primary role in parental care, incubating the eggs and taking care of the young. One female may
lay eggs for up to four different males at a time.

Spotted Sandpiper
Actitis macularius Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 15-17" inches in length; brown-gray above, whitish below; striking black and white wing markings in flight;
straight black bill.

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: In winter, Willets feed on beaches and rocky coasts, as well as mudflats and marshes. During breeding season the western
population moves far inland to nest in grasslands and prairies near freshwater.

Behavior: Often seen alone. Probe for crabs, worms and other prey in sand and mudflats, or to pick at insects and mollusks. When
startled, they react with a piercing call, often opening their wings and running rather than taking flight.

Random Facts: Because they find prey using the sensitive tips of their bills, and not just eyesight, Willets can feed both during the
day and at night.

Willet
Tringa semipalmata Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 12-14" inches in length; mottled black and white above; long bill, white below, white rump, long bright yellow
legs

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; marshes

Habitat: Occurs in a wide variety of wetland habitats from tidal flats to sewage ponds to flooded fields. They are able to use
wetlands with taller vegetation owing to their larger size. 

Behavior: Distinctive high-stepping gait, occasionally breaking into a run to chase aquatic prey. Flight is strong and swift, with legs
extending well beyond the tail, often accompanied by its strident chirpy call.

Random Facts: Colloquial names for this species include telltale, tattler, and yelper, all of which refer to its strident alarm calls.

Greater Yellowlegs
Tringa melanoleuca Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 18-21" inches in length; cinnamon-brown above; unstreaked crown; very long downcurved bill

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; grasslands

Habitat: Breeds in areas with sparse, short grasses, including shortgrass and mixed-grass prairies as well as agricultural fields.
Outside of the breeding season, found in wetlands, tidal estuaries, mudflats, flooded fields less than 6 inches deep, and beaches.

Behavior: Forages for earthworms and other deep-burrowing prey such as shrimp and crabs in soft muddy substrates using its long,
curved bill. On drier grassland habitats, pecks at insects. Walks with a strut, pushing its head forward with jerky steps.

Random Facts: The Long-billed Curlew's genus name, Numenius, means “of the new moon,” and describes the slender, curved shape of
the bird’s bill.

Long - Billed Curlew
Numenius americanus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 15-17" inches in length; white stripes across face; grayish-brown above, white below; long downcurved  dark-
bill, gray legs

Best Seen: Fall, Winter; shorelines

Habitat: Arctic tundra during the nesting season; saltmarshes, mudflats, beaches, small islands during migration and winter. They
are sometimes found inland after being grounded by storms.

Behavior: Probe with their long bills into mudflats or wet sand for invertebrates such as crabs, walking slowly through areas
where water is very shallow.

Random Facts: Some migrating Whimbrels make a nonstop overwater flight of 4,000 km (2,500 miles) from southern Canada or New
England to South America.

Whimbrel
Numenius phaeopus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-18" inches in length; marbled above; cinnamon wing linings, slightly upturned bill, ringed tail, long black
legs with bluish feet

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; marshes

Habitat: Breeds in shortgrass prairies near wetlands. During migration and on the wintering grounds, found on mudflats, salt
ponds, beaches, estuaries, and wetlands.

Behavior: Probes into sand or mud with its long bill for aquatic invertebrates. Sometimes walks while probing or takes a few steps
before burying its bill into the mud. 

Random Facts: Unlike most shorebirds that eat aquatic invertebrates year-round, Marbled Godwits forage almost exclusively on
plant tubers during migration, using their upturned bill to clip tubers.

Marbled Godwit
Limosa fedoa Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 8-9" inches in length; dark above, white below; slightly downcurved bill, black legs and black feet

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; shorelines

Habitat: Breeds in wet tundra, often in areas with many small ponds. Winters in coastal estuaries and lagoons. Migrants turn up in
many wetland environments with muddy edges as well as sod farms, wet agricultural fields, and sewage ponds.

Behavior: Forages by picking and probing in mud, walking slowly, usually in large flocks. Breeding males display over territories
with fluttering, gliding flights and give unusual trilling songs.

Random Facts: The name Dunlin comes from dunling, the earliest known English name of the species, which dates back at least as far
as 1531. Dunling is a compound of the English word dun (meaning gray-brown) and the diminutive -ling. So the name Dunlin essentially
means “little brown job.”

Dunlin
Calidirs Alpina Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 9-12" inches in length; brown, black, and gold above; pale orange with darker speckling below

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; marshes

Habitat: Breeds in boreal wetlands near treeline. Winters largely in saltwater estuaries and lagoons. Migrating birds utilize almost
any freshwater or saltwater wetland with shallow water, as well as flooded agricultural fields and sewage ponds.

Behavior: Feed most heavily during falling and rising tides, rapidly probing mudflats with their long bills in a sewing-machinelike
motion. During highest and lowest tides, they rest and preen in flocks.

Random Facts: Despite the abundance of dowitchers over much of the continent, it was not until the 1930s that scientists began to
understand that there were two species of dowitchers in North America.

Short - Billed Dowitcher
Limnodromus griseus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 10-11" inches in length; gray-brown above, rufous lower back and tail base; two broad black bands across
chest; white wing stripe

Best Seen: Year-round; grasslands

Habitat: Look for Killdeer on open ground with low vegetation as well as pastures, fields, sandbars and mudflats. This species is one
of the least water-associated of all shorebirds.

Behavior: Spend time walking along the ground or running ahead a few steps, stopping to look around, and running on again.

Random Facts: Mated pairs pick out a nesting site through a ritual known as a scrape ceremony. The male lowers his breast to the
ground and scrapes a shallow depression with his feet. The female then approaches, head lowered, and takes his place. The male
then stands with body tilted slightly forward, tail raised and spread, calling rapidly. Mating often follows.

Killdeer
Charadrius vociferus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Charadriidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 6-8" inches in length; brown above, white below, one black band on the breast; black around eye, with white
marks above eye and bill and a white band above the black collar; the short orange bill has a black tip.

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: Nests in arctic tundra. Forages in mudflats, agricultural fields, river margins, sewage ponds, and lakeshores. Roosts in
marshes or on beaches.

Behavior: Visual hunters. They run a few steps, pause, and then lunge at prey on the ground, grabbing smaller prey or pulling at
worms much as robins do.

Random Facts: Given their remote Arctic breeding range, it's surprising that Semipalmated Plovers sometimes nest in busy, built-up
areas. They also nest at times on active gravel runways.

Semipalmated Plover
Charadrius semipalmatus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Charadriidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 8-9" inches in length; black head, breast and back; white eyebrow and white below; reddish brown legs

Best Seen: Fall, Winter, Spring; shorelines

Habitat: Nests in coastal sedge meadows in the arctic, often on little islands in ponds or rivers near the coast. Outside breeding
season, forages along rocky Pacific coastlines (including jetties and breakwaters) and adjacent beaches or flats.

Behavior: Flips over small objects on rocks and beaches to find small prey. Sometimes forages on beaches racing away from
incoming waves, then running back to extract prey from wet sand as water recedes.

Random Facts: To increase leverage when overturning heavy objects like kelp or driftwood, Black Turnstones crouch down on their
lower legs to thrust the object upward with more force. They sometimes use the entire body to “snowplow” headlong into a heavy
mass of kelp, exposing brine flies, fish eggs, and other food.

Black Turnstone
Arenaria melanocephala Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Scolopacidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-18" inches in length; black and white pattern on back and wings; white below, long slender upcurved bill,
long bluish legs, webbed feet

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Found in wetlands including shallow fresh and saltwater wetlands, salt ponds. Forages in open water less than 8 inches
deep. During winter uses intertidal mudflats, tidal lagoons, brackish impoundments, sewage ponds, and flooded pastures.

Behavior: Wades through shallow water sweeping its bill side to side for aquatic invertebrates. Often shakes its foot with each step
to remove mud from its foot.

Random Facts: American Avocet chicks leave the nest within 24 hours of hatching. Day-old avocets can walk, swim, and even dive to
escape predators.

American Avocet
Recurvirostra americana Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Recurvirostridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 14-16" inches in length; black above, white below; slender body, long pinkish legs; long straight needle-
pointed bill

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Black-necked Stilts are almost always seen near shallow water, including both salt and fresh water, especially mudflats,
salt pans, saltmarshes, and many human-modified habitats such as sewage ponds, evaporation pools, and flooded fields.

Behavior: Black-necked Stilts wade into shallow bodies of water, seldom swimming, in pursuit of tiny aquatic invertebrates. Adults
defending nests or chicks fly around and call loudly, sometimes performing a distraction display by feigning injury.

Random Facts: Five species of rather similar-looking stilts are recognized in the genus Himantopus. They have the second-longest
legs in proportion to their bodies of any bird, exceeded only by flamingos.

Black - Necked Stilt
Himantopus mexicanus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Recurvirostridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: 16-19" inches in length; blackish body; orange-red bill and yellow eye ringed with red; wings, tail, and back are
dark brown; juveniles are brownish overall

Best Seen: Year-round; shoreline

Habitat: Nests on islands, headlands, and beaches. Forages in adjacent rocky shorelines and tidepools, sometimes on open tidal
flats, rarely in grassy areas.

Behavior: Forages on shellfish using its heavy bill. Rests and preens, often in roosts of a dozen or more, during high tide. Quite
vocal year-round but especially when breeding, when duetting adults perform display flights in tandem.

Random Facts: John James Audubon wrote the first scientific description of Black Oystercatcher. The genus name Haematopus derives
from the Greek for “blood-footed,” a reference to its pinkish feet. 

Black Oystercatcher
Haematopus bachmani Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Haematopodidae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Gulls and Terns

Gulls and terns are some of the most common and easy-to-spot birds along
the bay shoreline however, these arguably may be two of the most difficult
families to distinguish species. All gulls and terns can be found near water

and have webbed feet. All the gulls in the bay area belong to the family Larus
while all our bay area terns belong to the family Sterna.



Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 24-25 inches tall, white head, dark gray back with white wing tips; yellow bill with red spot on lower
mandible; pinkish legs

Best Seen: Year-round; oceans

Habitat: Breeds on islands, headlands, abandoned piers, and even our local san francisco bay. Forages along sandy and rocky
beaches, in kelp beds, at sea, and occasionally at landfills.

Behavior: Eats birds, eggs, nestlings, fish, invertebrates, carrion, and trash. This versatile forager captures prey while swimming,
in mid-flight, or while searching on foot on the beach. Scavenges around fishing boats and occasionally at landfills.

Random Facts: In colonies with more females than males present, two females may establish a pair bond. Each lays eggs, and then
takes care of the double-sized brood. The female-biased sex ratio of some Western Gull colonies may have been the result of
pollution by pesticides that acted like estrogen and made some male embryos develop as females.




Western Gull
Larus occidentalis Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 18-22 inches tall, white head, gray back, yellow legs, and a dark eye; yellow bill with small black
ring and a red spot on the lower mandible—brighter on breeding gulls

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: California Gulls breed on sparsely vegetated islands and levees in inland lakes and rivers. They forage in any open area
where they can find food including garbage dumps, scrublands, pastures, orchards, meadows, and farms.

Behavior: California Gulls are strong, nimble fliers and opportunistic foragers; they forage on foot, from the air, and from the
water. These social gulls breed in colonies and mix with other gull species along the coast in winter.

Random Facts: In 1848, a plague of katydids (also known as Mormon crickets) began devouring the crops of Mormon settlers in Utah.
When California Gulls returned to breed, they started feasting on the katydids, saving the crops from complete destruction. A
golden statue in Salt Lake City commemorates the event, and in recognition the California Gull was made the state bird of Utah.




California Gull
Larus californicus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 18-21 inches tall, dark gray above, gray below, with a white head, black legs, and a red bill with
black tip

Best Seen: Summer, Fall; shorelines

Habitat: Nests on rocky islands, mostly in the Gulf of California. Forages in ocean waters, usually within sight of land, often with
terns, pelicans, cormorants, boobies, and sea lions. Also forages along beaches and in sheltered harbors and estuaries. 

Behavior: Seizes small fish either in flight or while sitting on the water. Also picks at marine animals and sometimes carrion at lower
tides. Often chases other seabirds to steal their fish, and groups often harass Brown Pelicans for fish still in their pouches. 

Random Facts: Heermann's Gulls have an unusual "backwards" migration: they breed mostly south of the United States and then move
north for the nonbreeding season. After breeding is over in July, the gulls quickly come north all the way to southern Canada. They
have even been seen breeding locally in the monterey, ca area.




Heermann's Gull
Larus heermanni Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 22-26 inches tall, light-gray backs, black wingtips, and white heads and underparts, dull pink legs

Best Seen: Winter; shorelines

Habitat: In winter along coasts and near large reservoirs, lakes, and major rivers. They feed in habitats as diverse as open water,
mudflats, plowed fields, and garbage dumps, and gather in almost any open space near food.

Behavior: Patrol shorelines and open ocean, picking scraps off the surface. Rallying around fishing boats or refuse dumps, they
are loud and competitive scavengers, happy to snatch another bird's meal. They spend much of their time perched near food
sources, often in congregations of gulls.

Random Facts: An adult Herring Gull was spotted bait-fishing. It floated bits of bread on the surface of a Paris pond and attacked
goldfish feeding on the bread. It ate none of the bread itself, indicating deliberate tool use.




Herring Gull
Larus argentatus Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 16-22 inches tall, gray above, white head, body and tail; black wingtips are spotted with white; yellow
legs and yellow bill with black band around it

Best Seen: Winter; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Often congregate around humans, at garbage dumps, parking lots, and freshly plowed fields. While the species is common on
coastal beaches, particularly during winter, many Ring-billed Gulls lead inland lives, never setting eyes on the sea.

Behavior: These sociable gulls often fly overhead by the hundreds or feed together at a golf course, beach, or field. Strong, nimble
flyers and opportunistic feeders, Ring-billed Gulls circle and hover acrobatically looking for food; they also forage afloat and
on foot.

Random Facts: Some Ring-billed Gull nests at study sites in California and Oregon contained pebbles the size and shape of gull eggs.
The parents apparently pulled the pebbles into their nests from the surrounding ground, mistaking them for eggs gone astray.




Ring - Billed Gull
Larus delawarensis Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 15-17 inches tall, pale gray above, white with pink bloom below (often hard to see); shaggy black
crest, orange bill, dark gray outer primaries, and dark legs

Best Seen: Fall, Winter; shorelines

Habitat: Nests on beaches and sandy islands. Forages close to the shore over ocean waters, where currents and upwelling
concentrate prey (northern anchovy in particular). Usually forages within 10 miles of land, and often within sight of land.

Behavior: Flies above the water and dives into the sea, capturing small fish in the bill. Often forages in large flocks, mixed with
other seabird species. Breeds in very dense colonies on islands and beaches.

Random Facts: More than 90% of all Elegant Terns nest in a single colony on Isla Rasa in the Gulf of California (Sea of Cortez),
Mexico.




Elegant Tern
Thalasseus elegans Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 14-16 inches tall, white with long silvery wings; black cap, black wing tips; orange bill with black tip,
forked tail with white edges

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat: Breeds in marshes, including freshwater and saltwater, usually in areas with extensive open water, sometimes with small
islands or patches of floating vegetation. Winters mostly in oceans, bays, and estuaries, usually close to the coast. Some winter
inland near the Gulf of Mexico and in northern Mexico.

Behavior: Forages by flying slowly over the water to scan for fish, then dives to capture prey in the bill. Breeding adults perform
spiraling courtship flights and also parade through the colony in tandem with raised bills.

Random Facts: The only tern that stays in North America for the entire year




Forster's Tern
Sterna forsteri Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 19-21 inches tall, dark forehead, heavy black cap with slight white crest; thick spear-shaped red-
orange bill; slightly forked tail

Best Seen: Year-round; shorelines

Habitat: Breeds in open flat areas along coastlines, beaches, or on islands, very near freshwater or saltwater. Migrates through
interior of continent and along coastlines, using rivers, reservoirs, lagoons, estuaries, and ocean waters. Winters mostly in
coastal zones near saltwater, less often on interior lakes or rivers.

Behavior: Flies slowly above the water, then dives swiftly on prey (mostly fish). Rests and roosts in flocks, often among other terns
and gulls. Nests in large colonies or solitarily, always near water.

Random Facts: The Caspian Tern got its name because early ornithologists associated it with the Caspian Sea, where the species is
still fairly common.

Caspian Tern
Hydroprogne caspia Order: Charadriiformes

Family: Laridae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Passerines

Passerines or "perching birds", comprise 60% of all bird species. All
passerines share the commonality of having three toes pointing forward and

one pointing back which allows them to easily perch onto branches and
wires. All passerines are hatched "naked", without feathers, and are reared
in the nest until they are able to fly and hunt on their own. Passerines have

often been noted as the most highly evolved order of birds and include
flycatchers, crows, jays, swallows, thrushes, mimids, starlings, warblers,

blackbirds, finches, and sparrows.  



Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 6-7 inches tall, black above with dark eyes; white on belly and wing edges

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: They live along streams, rivers, lakes, and the Pacific Ocean—even around cattle tanks. As long as there is water present
and some kind of ledge or overhang on which to anchor a mud nest, Black Phoebes could be around.

Behavior: Sit upright on low perches near water and make short flights to catch insects. They pump their tails up and down
incessantly when perched. They often keep up a string of sharp chip calls.

Random Facts: The male Black Phoebe gives the female a tour of potential nest sites, hovering in front of each likely spot for 5 to 10
seconds. But it’s the female who makes the final decision and does all the nest construction.

Black Phoebe
Sayornis nigricans Order: Passeriformes

Family: Tyrannidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 6-7 inches tall, pale brownish gray above; cinnamon belly, blackish tail, gray breast; male and
female are similar; immature is similar to the adult, but browner and may have a buffy wingbar.

Best Seen: winter; grasslands

Habitat: Say’s Phoebes live in open country, sagebrush, badlands, dry barren foothills, canyons, and borders of deserts; they avoid
forests. They often gravitate to buildings and aren’t closely tied to watercourses like other phoebes.

Behavior: Like other phoebes, the Say’s Phoebe often wags or pumps its tail when perched. When foraging, Say’s often perch around
eye level on exposed twigs, jumping up to snatch a flying insect and returning to the same or a nearby perch.

Random Facts: Say’s Phoebes have been in the U.S. for a long time. Paleontologists discovered Say’s Phoebe fossils in Arizona,
California, New Mexico, and Texas dating back to about 400,000 years ago (the late Pleistocene).

Say's Phoebe
Sayornis saya Order: Passeriformes

Family: Tyrannidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 11-13 inches tall, crestless blue head with white throat; blue wings and tail; olive-gray back, light
gray underparts

Best Seen: Year-round; scrub

Habitat: Look for California Scrub-Jays in open habitats, oak woodlands, and chaparral along the West Coast, as well as in
backyards, pastures, and orchards. Typically, though not always, in lower and drier habitats than Steller’s Jay.

Behavior: Assertive, vocal, and inquisitive. You’ll often notice scrub-jays silhouetted high in trees, on wires, or on posts where they
act as lookouts. In flight seems underpowered and slow, with bouts of fluttering alternating with glides.

Random Facts: California Scrub-Jays—like many members of the crow and jay family—have a mischievous streak. They’ve been
caught stealing acorns from Acorn Woodpecker caches, and some even steal acorns they’ve watched other jays hide. When these
birds go to hide their own acorns, they check first that no other jays are watching.

California Scrub Jay
Aphelocoma californica Order: Passeriformes

Family: Corvidae

Voice:







By voice

While crows caw and purr, ravens croak and scream bloody
murder. use the QR codes on the next 2 pages to Listen and

compare the American Crow to the Common Raven





On the ground
A raven's strut is often punctuated by a few two-footed hops.






In flight
Ravens ride the thermals and soar, whereas crows do more

flapping. Also, the raven's tail resembles a wedge, compared
to the rounded fan-like shape of the crow's.






Up close
Ravens have bigger, curvier beaks relative to crows. While

both species have bristles at the base of the beak, the raven's
are noticeably longer. Its throat feathers are also quite

shaggy.





Location-wise
Common Ravens are much less common than American Crows in

the Eastern United States. Out West, it's a toss up. Look for
ravens foraging in pairs; crows are highly sociable and will

hang out in murders and communal roosts. 











crows & ravens: what's the difference?

From top: North American ranges of the Common Raven and
American Crow. Purple means common in all seasons; light

purple means uncommon in all seasons; red means common
when breeding; blue means common in winter; light blue

means uncommon in winter. Maps: Kenn Kaufman



Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 15-21 inches tall, all black, even the legs and bill

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: American Crows are common birds of fields, open woodlands, and forests. They thrive around people, and you’ll often find
them in agricultural fields, lawns, parking lots, athletic fields, roadsides, towns, and city garbage dumps.

Behavior: Very social, sometimes forming flocks in the thousands. Inquisitive and sometimes mischievous, crows are good learners
and problem-solvers, often raiding garbage cans and picking over discarded food containers. They’re also aggressive and often
chase away larger birds including hawks, owls and herons.

Random Facts: Young American Crows do not breed until they are at least two years old, and most do not breed until they are four
or more. In most populations the young help their parents raise young for a few years. Families may include up to 15 individuals and
contain young from five different years.

American Crow
Corvus brachyrhynchos Order: Passeriformes

Family: Corvidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 22-28 inches tall, all black, legs, eyes and bill

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: Live in open and forest habitats across western and northern North America. This includes deciduous and evergreen
forests up to treeline, as well as high desert, sea coast, sagebrush, tundra, and grasslands.

Behavior: Aren’t as social as crows; you tend to see them alone or in pairs except at food sources like landfills. Ravens are
confident, inquisitive birds that strut around or occasionally bound forward with light, two-footed hops.

Random Facts: The Common Raven is an acrobatic flier, often doing rolls and somersaults in the air. One bird was seen flying upside
down for more than a half-mile. Young birds are fond of playing games with sticks, repeatedly dropping them, then diving to catch
them in midair.

Common Raven
Corvus corax Order: Passeriformes

Family: Corvidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 6-7 inches tall, rusty-red forehead and throat; metallic-blue back, cinnamon below, long deeply
forked tail

Best Seen: Spring, Summer, Fall; grasslands

Habitat: You can find the adaptable Barn Swallow feeding in open habitats from fields, parks, and roadway edges to marshes,
meadows, ponds, and coastal waters. Their nests are often easy to spot under the eaves or inside of sheds, barns or bridges.

Behavior: Feed on the wing, snagging insects from just above the ground or water to heights of 100 feet or more. When aquatic
insects hatch, Barn Swallows may join other swallow species in mixed foraging flocks.

Random Facts: An unmated male Barn Swallow may kill the nestlings of a nesting pair. His actions often succeed in breaking up the
pair and afford him the opportunity to mate with the female.

Barn Swallow
Hirundo rustica Order: Passeriformes

Family: Hirundinidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 6-7 inches tall, buff forehead with chestnut throat; white belly, dark back, tannish rump, unforked
squarish tail

Best Seen: Spring, Summer; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Traditionally built their nests on vertical cliff faces. With the expansion of road infrastructure they have adopted many
bridges, overpasses, and culverts as their colonial nesting sites. They feed in areas near and over water.

Behavior: Zoom around in intricate aerial patterns to catch insects on the wing. When feeding in flocks with other species of
swallows, they often stay higher in the air. They build mud nests in colonies on cliff ledges or under bridges, eaves, and culverts.

Random Facts: Although the Cliff Swallow can nest solitarily, it usually nests in colonies. Colonies tend to be small in the East, but
further west they can number up to 3,700 nests in one spot.

Cliff Swallow
Petrochelidon phyrrhonota Order: Passeriformes

Family: Hirundinidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 4-6 inches tall, blue-green above, white below; blackish flight feathers; thin black eye mask

Best Seen: Spring, Summer; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Tree Swallows breed in open habitats such as fields and wetlands, usually adjacent to water. They nest in artificial nest
boxes as well as tree cavities. Foraging flocks are frequently seen over wetlands, water, and agricultural fields.

Behavior: Tree Swallows feed on small, aerial insects that they catch in their mouths during acrobatic flight. After breeding, Tree
Swallows gather in large flocks to molt and migrate. In the nonbreeding season, they form huge communal roosts.

Random Facts: Tree Swallows have helped researchers make major advances in several branches of ecology, and they are among
the best-studied bird species in North America. Still, we know little about their lives during migration and winter.

Tree Swallow
Tachycineta bicolor Order: Passeriformes

Family: Hirundinidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 3-4 inches tall, gray above with light underparts; small bill, black eyes

Best Seen: Year-round; scrub

Habitat: Bushtits live in oak forest, evergreen woodlands, dry scrublands, streamsides, and suburbs. You can find them at
elevations from sea level to over 10,000 feet.

Behavior: Move quickly through vegetation, almost always in flocks, and continuously make soft chips and twitters. They forage
frequently hanging upside down to grab small insects and spiders from leaves.

Random Facts: A breeding Bushtit pair often has helpers at the nest that aid in raising the nestlings. This already rare behavior is
made more unusual by the fact that the helpers are typically adult males.

Bushtit
Psaltriparus minimus Order: Passeriformes

Family: Aegithalidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 3-4 inches tall, scarlet crown, light eye ring, olive-gray above, white below; white-wing bars

Best Seen: Fall, winter, spring; forests

Habitat: Ruby-crowned Kinglets breed in tall, dense conifer forests such as spruce, fir, and tamarack. In winter and during
migration, also look for them in shrubby habitats, deciduous forests, parks, and suburbs.

Behavior: These are restless, acrobatic birds that move quickly through foliage, typically at lower and middle levels. They flick
their wings almost constantly as they go.

Random Facts: Metabolic studies on Ruby-crowned Kinglets suggest that these tiny birds use only about 10 calories (technically,
kilocalories) per day.

Ruby - Crowned Kinglet
Corthylio calendula Order: Passeriformes

Family: regulidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 10-11 inches tall, Blackish head, dark gray back, brick-red breast, dark stripes on white throat;
yellow bill

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: American Robins are common across the continent in gardens, parks, yards, golf courses, fields, pastures, tundra, as well
as deciduous woodlands, pine forests, shrublands, and forests regenerating after fires or logging.

Behavior: bound across lawns or stand erect, beak tilted upward, to survey their environs. When alighting they habitually flick
their tails downward several times. In fall and winter they form large flocks and gather in trees to roost or eat berries.

Random Facts: Robins eat a lot of fruit in fall and winter. When they eat honeysuckle berries exclusively, they sometimes become
intoxicated.

American robin
turdus migratorius Order: Passeriformes

Family: turdidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 8-9 inches tall, metallic-black with white spots throughout head, neck and breast; short squarish
tail

Best Seen: Year-round; towns

Habitat: Starlings are common in towns, suburbs, and countryside near human settlements. They feed on the ground on lawns, fields,
sidewalks, and parking lots. They perch and roost high on wires, trees, and buildings.

Behavior: boisterous, loud, and they travel in large groups (often with blackbirds and grackles). They race across fields, beak
down and probing the grass for food; or they sit high on wires or trees making a constant stream of rattles, whirrs, and whistles.

Random Facts: "Starlings were introduced to the US at New York Central from Europe. They have spread and are now one of the most
numerous birds, displacing cavity nesting birds like Bluebirds". - Noreen weeden, member of the national audubon society

European Starling
sturnus vulgaris Order: Passeriformes

Family: sturnidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 10-11 inches tall, gray with long tail; flashing white patches on wings and tail while in flight

Best Seen: Year-round; towns

Habitat: Look for Northern Mockingbirds in towns, suburbs, backyards, parks, forest edges, and open land at low elevations.

Behavior: enjoys making its presence known. It usually sits conspicuously on high vegetation, fences, eaves, or telephone wires, or
runs and hops along the ground. Found alone or in pairs throughout the year, mockingbirds aggressively chase off intruders on
their territory.

Random Facts: Northern Mockingbirds sing all through the day, and often into the night. Most nocturnal singers are unmated males,
which sing more than mated males during the day, too. Nighttime singing is more common during the full moon.

Northern mockingbird
mimus polyglottos Order: Passeriformes

Family: mimidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-6 inches tall, black mask bordered above by white; bright yellow throat and breast; olive above,
whitish below

Best Seen: Year-round; scrub

Habitat: Yellowthroats live in open areas with thick, low vegetation, ranging from marsh to grassland to open pine forest. During
migration, they use an even broader suite of habitats including backyards and forest.

Behavior: Spend much of their time skulking low to the ground in dense thickets and fields, searching for small insects and spiders.
Males sing a very distinctive, rolling wichety-wichety-wichety song, and both sexes give a full-sounding chuck note that is easy to
learn. During migration, this is often the most common warbler found in fields and edges. 

Random Facts: Each male normally has only one mate in his territory during a breeding season. However, a female’s mating calls
often attract other males, and she may mate with them behind her mate’s back.

common yellowthroat
geothlypis trichas Order: Passeriformes

Family: parulidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-6 inches tall, yellow crown, throat, side patches and rump; gray above, heavy black breast patch

Best Seen: fall, winter, spring; forests

Habitat: In summer, find them in open coniferous forests and edges, and to a lesser extent deciduous forests. In fall and winter they
move to open woods and shrubby habitats, including coastal vegetation, parks, and residential areas.

Behavior: Yellow-rumped Warblers typically forage in the outer tree canopies at middle heights. They're active, and you'll often see
them sally out to catch insects in midair, sometimes on long flights. In winter they spend lots of time eating berries from shrubs, and
they often travel in large flocks.

Random Facts: The Yellow-rumped Warbler is the only warbler able to digest the waxes found in bayberries and wax myrtles. Its
ability to use these fruits allows it to winter farther north than other warblers, sometimes as far north as Newfoundland.

Yellow - Rumped warbler
Setophaga coronata Order: Passeriformes

Family: parulidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 8-9 inches tall, dull brown, rusty-streaked throat; rusty under base of long dark tail

Best Seen: Year-round; scrub

Habitat: California Towhees live in chaparral and other tangled, shrubby, and dry habitats. They’re also at home in the small
backyards and neighborhood parks of lowland California towns.

Behavior: California Towhees hop or run on the ground but tend to stay close to the protection of low shrubs and trees. When not
foraging they may perch on shrubs, rooftops, and backyard fences, to sit and chip for long periods. In flight they look out of
practice, using lots of wingpower to travel short distances.

Random Facts: Poison oak is one of the hazards of outdoor recreation in California. It lines trails and covers hillsides, seemingly
lying in wait to inflict its itchy, weeping rash on the unwary. But it’s also an integral part of the landscape and part of the daily life
of California Towhees. Many towhees build their nests in poison oak and feast on the plant’s copious crops of pale white berries.

california towhee
Melozone crissalis Order: Passeriformes

Family: passerellidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 4-6 inches tall, brown above and white below, crisp streaks throughout; upperparts are brown with
black streaks; underparts are white with thin brown or black streaks on breast and flanks; small yellow patch in front of the eye

Best Seen: Year-round; scrub

Habitat: breed in open areas with low vegetation, including most of northern North America from tundra to grassland, marsh, and
farmland. Even in winter, you’ll find Savannah Sparrows on the ground or in low vegetation in open areas.

Behavior:  eat seeds on or near the ground, alone or in small flocks. When flushed, they usually fly up, flare their short tails, and
circle around to land some yards away. In spring and summer, males sing their dry, insect-like melodies from exposed, low perches
such as fenceposts.

Random Facts: Raising young is hard work: a female Savannah Sparrow must gather 10 times her weight in food to feed herself and
her young during the 8 days they are in the nest.

savannah sparrow
Passerculus sandwichensis Order: Passeriformes

Family: passerellidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-6 inches tall, streaky brown, gray overall; rusty edges to wings and tail; chest and sides are rich
buff with black streaking; buffy mustache; eye ring, thick gray eyebrow; crown is striped  with a gray central crown stripe

Best Seen: Year-round; scrub

Habitat:  breed in wet meadows filled with willows, alders, and sedges. They also breed in patches of aspens, cottonwoods, and
willows as well as shrubby areas near streams. During migration Lincoln's Sparrows use brushy fields, forest edges, and thickets.

Behavior: Lincoln's Sparrows are secretive little birds that forage on or near the ground, rarely straying far from dense cover.
During the breeding season, males sing either from exposed perches or tucked inside a shrub.

Random Facts: In a laboratory study, female Lincoln's Sparrows were more attracted to males that sang during colder mornings
more than those singing during warmer mornings. This may be because males singing in the cold showed off more than just their song;
singing in the cold requires more energy and could mean that males singing in the cold would make better mates.

lincoln's sparrow
Melospiza lincolnii Order: Passeriformes

Family: passerellidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-6 inches tall, white crown with black stripes over and behind eye; grayish neck and breast; whitish
belly, pale yellow-orange bill

Best Seen: Year-round; scrub

Habitat: Look in tangles of brush mix with open or grassy ground for foraging. For much of the United States, White-crowned
Sparrows are most likely in winter (although two races live year round in the West, along the coast and in the mountains).

Behavior: at the edges of brushy habitat, hopping on the ground or on branches usually below waist level. They’re also found in open
ground (particularly on their breeding grounds) but typically with the safety of shrubs or trees nearby.

Random Facts: Scientists interested in movement and energetics have discovered that White-crowned Sparrows can run on a
treadmill at a pace of about one-third of a mile an hour without tiring out.

white - crowned sparrow
Zonotrichia leucophrys Order: Passeriformes

Family: passerellidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 6-7 inches tall, streaked brown above, smooth gray to brown below, black crown and bright-yellow
forehead; Winter and immature are duller, brown replacing black on the head, less obvious yellow on the crown

Best Seen: Winter, fall, spring; scrub

Habitat:  most visible during migration and winter, when they frequent forest edge, shrubs, chaparral, and backyards of the West
Coast. during the summer, They nest much farther north, in low, shrubby areas of tundra or at the edges of boreal forests.

Behavior: feed on seeds and insects on the ground and in low vegetation. They whistle their slow, mournful-sounding songs from high
perches and nest in dense, low vegetation. 

Random Facts: Miners in the Yukon at the turn of the twentieth century woefully referred to the Golden-crowned Sparrow as the “no
gold here” bird, because its song resembled that depressing phrase. They also interpreted its song to say “I’m so tired,” prompting
them to dub the bird “Weary Willie.”

golden - crowned sparrow
Zonotrichia atricapilla Order: Passeriformes

Family: passerellidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-6 inches tall, black eyes, hood and throat; light brown back and sides with white underparts;
grayish tail with broad white edges

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat:  Dark-eyed Juncos breed in coniferous or mixed-coniferous forests across Canada, the western U.S., and in the
Appalachians. During winter you’ll find them in open woodlands, fields, parks, roadsides, and backyards.

Behavior: They hop around the bases of trees and shrubs in forests or venture out onto lawns looking for fallen seeds. You’ll hear
their high chip notes, given almost absent-mindedly while foraging, or intensifying as they take short, low flights through cover.

Random Facts: Juncos are the "snowbirds" of the middle latitudes. Over most of the eastern United States, they appear as winter sets
in, and then retreat northward each spring. Other juncos are year-round residents, retreating into woodlands during the breeding
season, or, like those of the Appalachian Mountains, moving to higher elevations during the warmer months.

dark - eyed junco
Junco hyemalis Order: Passeriformes

Family: passerellidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 7-9 inches tall, glossy black overall; red shoulder patches; black bill, legs and feet

Best Seen: Year-round; marshes

Habitat:  Look for Red-winged Blackbirds in fresh and saltwater marshes, along watercourses, water hazards on golf courses, and
wet roadsides, as well as drier meadows and old fields. In winter, you can find them at crop fields, feedlots, and pastures.

Behavior: Male Red-winged Blackbirds do everything they can to get noticed, sitting on high perches and belting out their conk-la-
ree! song all day long. Females stay lower, skulking through vegetation for food and quietly weaving together their remarkable
nests. In winter Red-winged Blackbirds gather in huge flocks to eat grains with other blackbird species and starlings.

Random Facts: The Red-winged Blackbird is a highly polygynous species, meaning males have many female mates – up to 15 in some
cases. In some populations 90 percent of territorial males have more than one female nesting on their territories. But all is not as it
seems: one-quarter to one-half of nestlings turn out to have been sired by someone other than the territorial male.

red - winged blackbird
Agelaius phoeniceus Order: Passeriformes

Family: icteridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 8-10 inches tall, glossy black with yellow eye and blue sheen on head grading to greenish
iridescence on the body; Females are plainer brown, with a dark eye

Best Seen: Year-round; towns

Habitat:  Look for Brewer’s Blackbirds in open habitats of the West, such as coastal scrub, grasslands, riversides, meadows, as well
as lawns, golf courses, parks, and city streets.

Behavior: feed on open ground or underfoot in parks and busy streets. Their long legs give them a halting walk, head jerking with
each step almost like a chicken’s. In flocks, Brewer’s Blackbirds rise and fall as they fly.

Random Facts: Most birds fly south for the winter, but a small number of Brewer’s Blackbirds fly west – leaving the frigid Canadian
prairies for the milder coastal regions of British Columbia and Washington.

brewer's blackbird
Euphagus cyanocephalus Order: Passeriformes

Family: icteridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 7-9 inches tall, glossy black plumage, rich brown head that looks black at distance; Females are
plain brown birds, lightest on the head and underparts, with fine streaking on the belly and a dark eye

Best Seen: Year-round; grasslands

Habitat:  found in many open habitats, such as fields, pastures, meadows, forest edges, and lawns. When not displaying or feeding on
the ground, they often perch high on prominent tree branches.

Behavior:  feed on the ground in mixed-species groups of blackbirds and starlings. Males gather on lawns to strut and display for
mates. Females prowl woodlands and edges in search of nests. 

Random Facts: The Brown-headed Cowbird is North America’s most common “brood parasite.” A female cowbird makes no nest of her
own, but instead lays her eggs in the nests of other bird species, who then raise the young cowbirds.

brown - headed cowbird
Molothrus ater Order: Passeriformes

Family: icteridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 8-9 inches tall, bright yellow throat and breast; black and white spotting on sides; short wide tail
with white sides

Best Seen: fall, winter, spring; grasslands

Habitat: seek the wide open spaces of native grasslands and agricultural fields for spring and summer breeding and winter
foraging. Look for them among low to medium-height grasses more so than in tall fields. They also occur along the weedy verges of
roads, marsh edges, and mountain meadows up to 10,000 feet.

Behavior: forage on the ground alone or, in winter, in small, loose flocks. In spring and summer, males sing out from atop fence
posts, bushes, power lines, and other high points.

Random Facts: John James Audubon gave the Western Meadowlark its scientific name, Sturnella (starling-like) neglecta, claiming
that most explorers and settlers who ventured west of the Mississippi after Lewis and Clark had overlooked this common bird.

western meadowlark
Sturnella neglecta Order: Passeriformes

Family: icteridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 7-8 inches tall, yellow and black; yellow hood, black throat, curved bill, dark-gray wings, light
yellow underparts

Best Seen: spring, summer; open woodlands

Habitat: Hooded Orioles live in open woodlands with scattered trees, including cottonwoods, willows, sycamores, and especially
palm trees.

Behavior: Hooded Orioles are acrobatic foragers and often hang upside down while they grab their prey, but they tend to forage
sluggishly among leaves and branches. They make direct flights between trees with strong wingbeats.

Random Facts: Hooded Orioles in California earned the nickname “palm-leaf oriole” because of their tendency to build nests in palm
trees. When the nest is suspended from palm leaves, the female pokes holes in the leaf from below and pushes the fibers through,
effectively sewing the nest to the leaf.

hooded oriole
Icterus cucullatus Order: Passeriformes

Family: icteridae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 4-5 inches tall, black cap, stubby bill; bright yellow below, white rump, white edges on black wings

Best Seen: year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: weedy fields and floodplains, where plants such as thistles and asters are common. They’re also found in cultivated areas,
roadsides, orchards, and backyards.

Behavior: These are active and acrobatic little finches that cling to weeds and seed socks, and sometimes mill about in large
numbers at feeders or on the ground beneath them. fly with a bouncy, undulating pattern and often call in flight, drawing attention.

Random Facts: Goldfinches are among the strictest vegetarians in the bird world, selecting an entirely vegetable diet and only
inadvertently swallowing an occasional insect.

American goldfinch
Spinus tristis Order: Passeriformes

Family: fringillidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 4-5 inches tall, black crown, bright yellow neck and breast; dark above, dark rump, white wing
patch at base of primaries

Best Seen: year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: Lesser Goldfinches feed in weedy fields, budding treetops, and the brush of open areas and edges. Depending on food
availability, they may concentrate in mountain canyons and desert oases, but they are also fairly common in suburbs.

Behavior: Lesser Goldfinches gather in groups of up to several hundred at a time. They feed on seeds and grains, both in weedy fields
and at bird feeders. Their flocks mix with other seed-eating songbirds, especially at bird feeding stations.

Random Facts: Male Lesser Goldfinches in the eastern part of their range in the U.S. tend to have black backs. Along the West Coast,
their backs are green, with only a black cap. Elsewhere, the amount of black varies, with many birds having partly green backs.
South of central Mexico, all of the males are black-backed.

lesser goldfinch
Spinus psaltria Order: Passeriformes

Family: fringillidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-6 inches tall, reddish-orange forehead, breast and rump; heavy streaking on light flanks and
underparts

Best Seen: year-round; towns

Habitat: House Finches frequent city parks, backyards, urban centers, farms, and forest edges across the continent. In the western
U.S., you’ll also find House Finches in their native habitats of deserts, grassland, chaparral, and open woods.

Behavior: gregarious birds that collect at feeders or perch high in nearby trees. When they’re not at feeders, they feed on the
ground, on weed stalks, or in trees. They move fairly slowly and sit still as they shell seeds by crushing them with rapid bites.

Random Facts: The House Finch was originally a bird of the western United States and Mexico. In 1940 a small number of finches were
turned loose on Long Island, New York, after failed attempts to sell them as cage birds (“Hollywood finches”). They quickly started
breeding and spread across almost all of the eastern United States and southern Canada within the next 50 years.

house finch
Haemorhous mexicanus Order: Passeriformes

Family: fringillidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-6 inches tall, black throat with large white cheeks; chestnut nape meets black eye line

Best Seen: year-round; towns

Habitat: have lived around humans for centuries and were first introduced to the u.s. from europe. Look for them on city streets, or
cheeping from a perch on your roof. House Sparrows are absent from undisturbed forests and grasslands, but they’re common in
countryside around farmsteads.

Behavior: noisy sparrows that hop and peck at crumbs or birdseed. Look for them flying in and out of nest holes hidden behind shop
signs or in traffic lights, or hanging around parking lots waiting for crumbs and picking insects off car grills.

Random Facts: House Sparrows aggressively defend their nest holes. A scientist in 1889 reported cases of House Sparrows attacking
70 different bird species. House Sparrows sometimes evict other birds from nest holes, including Eastern Bluebirds, Purple Martins,
and Tree Swallows.

house sparrow
Passer domesticus Order: Passeriformes

Family: passeridae

Voice:





Birds: 
Pictured and Described

Non - Passerines

Although this group shares many characteristics with passerines and
perching birds, their foot structure distinguishes them from the rest. This

group is comprised of hummingbirds, pigeons, doves, woodpeckers, and
kingfishers. 



Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 3-4 inches tall, red crown and red spotted throat; dark green above, gray below; wide outer tail
feathers

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: Anna’s Hummingbirds are common in yards, parks, residential streets, eucalyptus groves, riverside woods, savannahs, and
coastal scrub. They readily come to hummingbird feeders and flowering plants, including cultivated species in gardens.

Behavior: Anna’s Hummingbirds are a blur of motion as they hover before flowers looking for nectar and insects. Listen for the
male's scratchy metallic song and look for him perched above head level in trees and shrubs.

Random Facts: What do you call a flock of hummingbirds? Few animals have so many applicable terms, and none so beautiful. Instead
of calling them a flock, choose between a bouquet, a glittering, a hover, a shimmer, or a tune of hummingbirds.

Anna's Hummingbird
Calypte anna Order: Caprimulgiformes

Family: Trochilidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 3-4 inches tall, fiery-red throat, green back, rusty sides, rump, and tail; narrow outer tail
feathers

Best Seen: Spring, Summer; open woodlands

Habitat: Allen's Hummingbirds breed in coastal forest, scrub, and chaparral along a narrow strip that stretches up the coast from
California to southern Oregon.

Behavior: Zip from flower to flower hovering above them to drink the nectar, ticking as they go. They also flycatch for insects or
pluck them from vegetation. Males display by flying side to side or in wide arcs while emitting a bumblebee-like buzz with their wings

Random Facts: Like other birds, Allen's Hummingbirds use their feet to help control their body temperature. When it's cold outside
they tuck their feet up against their bellies while flying, but when temperatures soar, they let their feet dangle to cool down.

Allen's Hummingbird
Selasphorus sasin Order: Caprimulgiformes

Family: Trochilidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 11-12 inches tall, grayish-brown, small head, black spot on cheeks, pinkish feet, long pointed tail

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: You can see Mourning Doves nearly anywhere except the deep woods. Look for them in fields or patches of bare ground, or
on overhead perches like telephone wires.

Behavior: Mourning Doves fly fast on powerful wingbeats, sometimes making sudden ascents, descents, and dodges, their pointed
tails stretching behind them.

Random Facts: During the breeding season, you might see three Mourning Doves flying in tight formation, one after another. This is a
form of social display. Typically the bird in the lead is the male of a mated pair. The second bird is an unmated male chasing his rival
from the area where he hopes to nest. The third is the female of the mated pair, which seems to go along for the ride.

Mourning Dove
Zenaida macroura Order: Columbiformes

Family: Columbidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 11-15 inches tall, variable in color, most are bluish gray with two black bands on the wing; black tip
on tail; iridescent throat feathers; wing patterns may include two bars, dark spots, or can be plain.

Best Seen: Year-round; towns

Habitat: Pigeons are familiar birds of cities and towns. You'll also see them around farmland and fields, as well as in their
archetypal habitat, rocky cliffs.

Behavior: Pigeons often gather in flocks, walking or running on the ground and pecking for food. When alarmed, the flock may
suddenly fly into the air and circle several times before coming down again.

Random Facts: Mesopotamian cuneiform tablets and Egyptian hieroglyphics suggest that pigeons were domesticated more than 5,000
years ago. The birds have such a long history with humans that it's impossible to tell where the species' original range was. Pigeons
can find their way home from just about anywhere, they navigate by sensing the earth’s magnetic fields. 

Rock Pigeon
Columba livia Order: Columbiformes

Family: Columbidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 13-14 inches tall, brown crown with gray face and neck; red throat patches, barred back, white
rump, black spotting below

Best Seen: Year-round; open woodlands

Habitat: Look for flickers in open habitats near trees, including woodlands, edges, yards, and parks. In the West you can find them in
mountain forests all the way up to tree line.

Behavior: Spend lots of time on the ground, and when in trees they’re often perched upright on horizontal branches instead of
leaning against their tails on a trunk. They fly in an up-and-down path using heavy flaps interspersed with glides.

Random Facts: Like most woodpeckers, Northern Flickers drum on objects as a form of communication and territory defense. In such
cases, the object is to make as loud a noise as possible, and that’s why woodpeckers sometimes drum on metal objects. One Northern
Flicker in Wyoming could be heard drumming on an abandoned tractor from a half-mile away.

Northern Flicker
Colaptes auratus Order: Piciformes

Family: Picidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 5-7 inches tall, checkered black-and-white impression; black upperparts are checked with white on
the wings, the head is boldly striped, back has a broad white stripe down the center

Best Seen: Year-round; forests

Habitat: You’ll find Downy Woodpeckers in open woodlands, particularly among deciduous trees, and brushy or weedy edges. They’re
also at home in orchards, city parks, backyards and vacant lots.

Behavior: Hitch around tree limbs and trunks or drop into tall weeds to feed on galls. Their rising-and-falling flight style is
distinctive of many woodpeckers. In spring and summer both with their shrill whinnying call and by drumming on trees.

Random Facts: The Downy Woodpecker eats foods that larger woodpeckers cannot reach, such as insects living on or in the stems of
weeds. You may see them hammering at goldenrod galls to extract the fly larvae inside.

Downy Woodpecker
Dryobates pubescens Order: Piciformes

Family: Picidae

Voice:





Size, Shape, and Color: Standing 12-14 inches tall, bluish-gray with white underparts; large head with ragged crest; long thick black
bill

Best Seen: Year-round; lakes and ponds

Habitat: Live near streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and estuaries. They nest in burrows that they dig into soft earthen banks, usually
adjacent to or directly over water. Spend winters in areas where the water doesn’t freeze so that they have continual access to
their aquatic foods.

Behavior: Spend much of their time perched searching for small fish. They also fly quickly up and down rivers and shorelines giving
loud rattling calls. They hunt either by plunging directly from a perch, or by hovering over the water, bill downward, before diving.

Random Facts: One of the few bird species in which the female is more brightly colored than the male. Among the nearly 100 species of
kingfishers, the sexes often look alike. In some species the male is more colorful, and in others the female is.

Belted Kingfisher
Megaceryle alcyon Order: Coraciiformes

Family: Alcedinidae

Voice:





Do You Know Your Birds?
Photo & Sound Quiz by eBird: Practice

your skills and help science



Each custom quiz presents you with 20
birds that occur at a date and location of

your choosing, pulled from millions of
photos and sounds added to the Macaulay

Library by eBirders around the world.
Guess the species—and don't worry if

you're wrong—this challenging quiz is for
your own fun and learning. After each

guess, you'll rate the photo or sound for
its quality, helping us curate the Macaulay
Library so it is more useful for you and for

science. Thank you, and enjoy!

Bird Song Hero: The Song Learning Game
for Everyone by All About Birds: Bird

Academy



Train your brain to recognize over 50 bird songs
with the Bird Song Hero matching game.

Listen closely to featured songs and match
each with the correct spectrogram

visualization. You’ll be harnessing the power of
the visual brain to help you identify the unique

qualities of each song and commit sound
patterns to memory.

Bird Song Hero is a fun way to practice the key
skills you need to ID all the bird songs you’re

curious about.





The Birding Scene
Twitcher: noun
Definition: a hard-core birder who goes to great lengths to see a
species and add it to his or her list.

Lifer: noun
Definition: a first-time sighting for a birder.

Spark bird: noun
Definition: a species that triggers a lifelong passion for birding.

Nemesis bird: noun
Definition: a species that constantly eludes a birder.

BJs (little brown jobs): noun
Definition: a blanket term for drab songbirds that are difficult to
distinguish.

Pish: verb
Definition: a sound that birders make to try and draw songbirds out
into the open. Sounds like pishhhh pishhhh.

Patagonia Picnic Table Effect: noun
Definition: a phenomenon that occurs when one rare bird draws a bevy
of birders to an area, resulting in more interesting species being
discovered in the same locale.

Endemic: adjective, sometimes a noun
Definition: inhabiting only a limited and insular region.

Dipped: verb
Definition: to miss out on a high-priority bird.

Siesta time: noun
Definition: the height of the afternoon, when most birds tuck
themselves out of view.

SOB (spouse of birder): noun
Definition: a person who has had the misfortune of pledging their life
to a birder.

Butterbutt: noun
Definition: an endearing term for a Yellow-rumped Warbler.

Purple pooper: noun
Definition: a less-than-endearing term for a Gray Catbird.

Pelagic: adjective, sometimes a noun
Definition: spending a vast amount of time living on the open ocean.

Vagrant: adjective, sometimes a noun
Definition: straying well outside of the regular ecological range.






The Audubon Dictionary for Birders



Photo acknowledgements
Part 1:

Dorian Anderson - marbled godwit
Dorian Anderson - dunlin

Jay Mcgowan - short billed dowitcher
Ryan Schain - killdeer

Kyle Tansley - semipalmated plover
Steven Mlodinow - black turnstone

Ad Konings - american avocet
Ted Keyel - black necked stilt
Shannon o Shea - great egret
Jerry Liguori - red tailed hawk

Mike Schijf - cooper's hawk
Brad Imhoff - red shouldered hawk

Suze Schalbe - black oystercatcher
Micheal JD - american kestrel

Tim Lenz - merlin falcon
Joshua Stacy - peregrine falcon

Sharif Uddin - barn owl
Paul Tavares - turkey vulture

Alix D'entremont - greater yellowlegs
Katelyn Luff - long billed curlew

Bryan Calk - whimbrel



Esme Rosen - canada goose
Herb Elliott - mallard

Karl Krueger - american wigeon
Dorian Anderson - lesser scaup

Dorian Anderson - bufflehead
Dorian Anderson - common goldeneye

Ian Davies - american coot
Pierre Martin - ruddy duck

Daniel Grossi - red breasted merganser
Matt Davis - surf scoter

Julie Filiberti - common loon
Bill Chen - western grebe

Caroline Lambert - eared grebe
Darren Clark - brown pelican

Mark Sawyer - double crested cormorant
Evan Lipton - great blue heron

Evan Lipton - snowy egret
evan lipton - great egret

Ian Davies - black crowned night heron
Brad Imhoff - green heron

Ian Hearn - spotted sandpiper
Dorain Anderson - willet



Photo acknowledgements
Part 2:

Simon Boivin - herring gull
andrew spencer - heermanns gull
ryan sanderson - california gull

jessica hadley - western gull
cameron eckert - ring billed gull

ethan monk - elegant tern
jonathon irons - forster's tern

nick bonomo - caspian tern
mason maron - annas hummingbird

robert hamilton - allens hummingbird
tyler ficker - mourning dove

don danko - rock pigeon
matt davis - northern flicker

scott martin - downy woodpecker
Pat hare - belted kingfisher

brian sullivan - black phoebe
sharif uddin - say's phoebe

ilya povalyaev - cali scrub jay
henry burton - american crow

don roberson - cali towhee
brad imhoff - savannah sparrow
scott martin - lincoln's sparrow

Mark Smith - great blue heron

ryan schain - white crowned sparrow
david m bell - golden crowned sparrow

ryan schain - dark eyed junco
ian davies - red winged blackbird

matthew pendleton - brewer's blackbird
jack & holly bartholmai - brown headed cowbird

alix d entremont - western meadowlark
tim lenz - hooded oriole

ian routley - american goldfinch
dorian anderson - lesser goldfinch

jim merritt - house finch
drew weber - house sparrow
evan lipton - common raven

 jay mcgowan - barn swallow
seth ausubel - cliff swallow

martina nordstrand - tree swallow
matt davis - bushtit

eric ellingson - ruby crowned kinglet
ryan schain - american robin

ryan schain - european starling
gordon dimmig - northern mocking bird

andrew spencer - common yellowthroat
tammy mcquade - yellow rumped warbler
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