
The Trust for Public Land 

Meeting Summary 

India Basin Waterfront Parks - Brownfields Grant Proposal  
 
Meeting:  December 3rd, 2015, 5:30 – 6:30 pm 
Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, San Francisco at the corner of Hawes Street and Innes Avenue 

Attendance:       Sign-ins: 32 
  
Re:   Task Force Meeting  5 

 

Notice: 
We were heartbroken to learn of the violent tragedy that occurred on December 2nd in the Bayview. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with all  affected by this incident.  
 
The vigil took place at the same time as this India Basin Waterfront Task Force meeting. In light of this 
unforeseen circumstance we limited the agenda to only an informational update on the brownfields 
grant for 900 Innes.  
 
The other topics will be covered at the next meeting, in February. 

 Agenda: 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Brownfields Grant Update 

(with questions and comments throughout) 

*See presentation slides after this summary  
 

Notes from Questions and Comments 

Key:  

F) = comment from facilitator  

P) = question/comment from member of the public 

 P) Please be mindful of not using too many acronyms since people are not familiar with 

them . 

 P) Make sure historical facts are included in the grant. A thorough history has been 

written about the site, which is a historical landmark. 



o F) This presentation is specifically about the environmental clean-up of the site, 

it is a presentation of the grant proposal for the EPA, and it has a very brief 

historical background.  

 P) Is there a public comment period during the generation of clean-up alternatives? 

o F) That process is not public.  Now that the assessment is published it is available 

for public comment. It is on the SF Rec Park website and available at the Public 

Library. 

 P) When assessing the site do you look at pathogens/viruses from animals? 

o F) Mostly at toxic molds. Though there was a heat flea treatment done earlier 

this year. 

 P) What is the estimated cost of remediation? 

o F) 1.4 million 

 F) This information is not meant to be alarmist- this kind of contamination is normal for 

historical sites in this area, and there are professionals who know how to clean it up.  

 F) It is required that this grant proposal information be shared with the public. 

 P) This shoreline is one of the last remaining natural shorelines in the SF Bay, it’s 

important that it is not turned into a hardscape (rip rap or sea wall). When can we talk 

about the importance of keeping soft edges? And habitat protection? 

o F) This info / opinion will shape the concept design, which will be done through a 

participatory process beginning in February. The design will inform the clean-up 

process and sea level rise mitigation strategy, not the other way around.   

 P) How do earthquakes affect hard capped toxic sites? 

o F) There are protocols for maintaining hard caps, for example they are regularly 

assessed to ensure they are containing the intended substances, and are always 

assessed after a natural disaster. 

 F) The Department of Health referred to in the grant application is the city’s, not 

national 

 P) Have you considered beneficial re-use for fill? (BCDC recommends clean fill from 

regional excavations) 



o F) That is the intention when available. We work with the ‘Dirt Market’ to keep 

material out of the landfill.  Serpentine soil is rare and difficult to replace. 

 P) What is plan B for funding if the EPA does not award the grant? 

o F) The City of San Francisco will have to come up with a strategy to fund it. 

 P) Should BCDC be added as a partner? 

o F) BCDC is involved as a regulatory agency. 

 P) Should Build INC be added as a partner? 

o F) Build INC is a partner in the Waterfront Study, but is not directly involved with 

the clean up process for 900 Innes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

































 


