
Make sure you’re building community throughout the process. 

If you plan on working as a group, you might want to organize 

people around your land early on. This could include:

•Finding out who lives in your neighborhood •Getting your neighbors 

involved •Reaching out to the wider community •word of mouth •advertising 

•meetings • create a web site or flyers • network and build connections

FINDING & ACQUIRING 
                LAND

http://sfenvironment.org/article/urban-agriculture-permits/when-zoning-permits-are-not-required
http://sfenvironment.org/article/urban-agriculture-permits/when-to-seek-an-urban-agriculture-zoning-permit
http://www.gardeningmatters.org/sites/default/files/gm-liability.pdf
http://sfrecpark.org/park-improvements/urban-agriculture-program-citywide/city-resources/
http://sfrecpark.org/park-improvements/urban-agriculture-program-citywide/
http://sfdpw.org/
http://www.sfusd.edu/
http://www.sfwater.org/
www.sfrecpark.org
http://sfrecpark.org/park-improvements/urban-agriculture-program-citywide/getting-started/
http://ec2-50-17-237-182.compute-1.amazonaws.com/pim/
http://www.gopherpatrol.com/storage/iStock_000000869780XSmall.jpg?__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1272419817046


SFBC Section 106a.2 –Work exempt from 
permit: [the garden shed’s] roof area may not 
exceed 100 square feet, and the shed may not 
be taller than eight feet from grade. Larger 
buildings require plans/drawings and a permit. 

Once you’ve thought through all of the 
components of your garden, consider creating a com-

prehensive project proposal including the 
following components:

•List community members, partner groups,
 and sponsors

•Create a sketch or layout of the garden
•Consider hiring a landscape architect to help 
 plan and optimize the productivity of your 

garden - this step is not required, but could be useful 
if you have the resources

www.gardenfortheenvironment.org
http://sfrecpark.org/park-improvements/urban-agriculture-program-citywide/urban-agriculture-resource-centers/
http://sfrecpark.org/park-improvements/urban-agriculture-program-citywide/urban-agriculture-links/
http://sfenvironment.org/buildings-environments/urban-agriculture/urban-agriculture-permits/soil-testing-guidelines-overview
http://www.sfdph.org/dph/eh/CEHP/Lead/InfoGardeners.asp
http://sfrecpark.org/park-improvements/urban-agriculture-program-citywide/urban-agriculture-links/
http://sfwater.org/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=979
http://sfenvironment.org/article/urban-agriculture-permits/water-conservation-requirements
http://sfwater.org/
http://sfenvironment.org/buildings-environments/urban-agriculture/urban-agriculture-permits/animal-husbandry
http://sfdbi.org/
http://www.ted.com/talks/louie_schwartzberg_the_hidden_beauty_of_pollination


http://sfrecpark.org/park-improvements/urban-agriculture-program-citywide/
http://www.cityhallfellows.org/
http://sfrecpark.org/
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/egov/farmersmarket/producers_app_step1.asp
http://www.eatthispoem.com/blog/2013/7/21/poetry-friday-mary-oliver
http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/pablo_neruda/poems/15730
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